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| ADVERTISEMENT. | 


Ir. may reaſonably be ſuppoſed, that, as it is not 
common for a miniſter to preach, the Funeral Ser- 
mon for his wife, the reader will enquire why the 
author of the following. diſcourſe ſhould deviate 
from the method uſual on ſuch occafions, It is ap- 
prehended that an apology may be proper; and that. 
the following is a ſufficient one. The Friday morn- 
ing after my wife departed this life, I wrote to a 
miniſter for whom I have a great regard, expreſſing 
my earneſt wiſhes and requeſt, that he would per- 
form this office of friendſhip, and in the ſtrongeſt 
language I could make uſe of, entreated that he 
Vvould not diſappoint us. In full confidence that 
we ſhould be favoured with his compliance, I de- 
fired the congregation might be informed of it, tùho 
following Lord's day. But to my ſurpriſe and 
grief, I received a refuſal from my friend, on the 
Monday morning, ariſing from an 1 ti- 
midity, too natural to him as a preacher. We af- 
terwards wrote twice to this miniſter; and uſed 


every argument we could think of, to obtain the 


: favour requeſted, On the following Friday, in the 


morning, we received a final refuſal, on account of 


his * inſufficiency for fuch a work. 
| | 55 The 


IV | ADVERTISEMENT. | 


The Sermon was to be preached on the following 


Lord's day. We took ſome pains to procure another 


miniſter, bt wefe/nbt able to facceed. - It happen- 
ed'to be the Lord's day on which diſſenting miniſ- 


ters in general, ſo far as I am acquainted, adminiſ- 


ter the Lord's Supper. They were therefore under 
The necelfity of deing at their reſpective places. 
Thus peciuliarly cfreumſtanced, and the time beim 
T5 mort, 1 thought it proper to recqueſt, on chte 


„Suturday afternoon, the advice of our ſix deacons. 


On a tie w of circumſtances, they unanimouſty ad- 


"ited the to endexvonr'ts deliver the difcbufſe my- 4 
eff. To tis advice 1 fierdel, reduced to the meſt 


Ailing rieceffity that T tiave-tver Known asaimi- 
After, Trace my Tall! tö that acred and moſt im- 2 
Potratm offre. L only adi; that as the Qifcourle | 


Was Gelivetell in à very difcotpoled ſtate of find, 


and has been Wwritteh under great depteſſion of Tpi- 

kits, and With very many interruptiors, ſuch as fe 
are capable of jutlging 6f, very ttfte regatd is 
been paid, either 10 file or compohtioh. If che 


reading of it ſhodld, through the Divine bleffing, | 
Yeave ary laſting ferious imprefions on the minds 


"of my children, or of any others, 1 ſhall reyoice; 


and Wiſh" to give the glory to the Author of F x 


boa, ts whom * i eternally duc. 


A SERMON, &c. 


Wukv EVER I addreſs you, my friends, on 
facred ſubjects, you have probably much to excuſe. 
But you will particularly have many things to ex- 5 
cuſe on this occaſion. Preſuming, however, on 

your patience and candour, I recommend to your 

ferious attention, a favourite text of my late dear 
wife; on which ſhe ſeemed to live, and in which, 

ſo far as the weakneſs of her capacities would ad- 

mit, ſhe appeared, to the end of life, to rejoice. 

I therefore requeſted the miniſter whom you this. 
day expełted, if not diſagreeable to hamlet, to make 
it the ſubject of his diſcourſe... 

What particularly endears the paſſage to me, is; 
the ſupport which it gave to my dear deceaſed part- 
ner, in a feeble and trying moment, during: her laſt. 

illneſs. Being at that time very low, I aſfiſted her 
in lying down in bed, by the fatigue: of which, her 
breath and life were almoſt gone. After a little 
* however, ſhe was able to Nek. Her firſſ. 
ä AS wards. | 


e i 

words were, O, this is hard work; but this Got 
* 15 f God for ever and ever, and will be eur 

« guide even unto death.“ Though very feeble, 

me uttered theſe words with an energy which con- 
vinced me that they came from hor heart. On this 
account 1 determined, that, if 1 mould ſürvive her, 
this paſſage, unleſs ſne propoſed api} ä be 
the text for her Funeral Sermon. 


Though you are difappointed, as to the miniſter 


expeRtcd, I beg leave, under many diſadvantages, 
to recommend thele encouraging words as the ſub- 
ject of "your preſent meditation. TT, are in 


Pfalm x1viii. 11. S110 
"This God is our God, for ever Lene ever te ne 
. 7550 gusde eben nto death. n 5 


The oecaſion on which this atm was gon 
not fo certain ih to enable us to pronounce poſi- 
tively conterning it. But on comparing the de vo- 
tonal with the hiſtorical parts of the Old Teſta- 
ment, it appears moſt natural to ſuppoſe, chat it 
was penned in conſequence of that wonderful de- 
Hvetarice which God had wrought for his people, 
recorded in the twentieth liapter of the ſecond 
dock 6f Chrotiicles: 3H TF 

An alarming eombidza rer bad teken dhe dan 
Weg ia Jehoſnaphat. The children of Moab, 
ard the children of Ammon, with their l 
e xjes, came againſt him to battte. + Jehofhaphirt, 
| Kiforthed of theirdeſign, 66 Teen a faſt 2 8 21 : 


ft 


5 1 2 cus. x . 
mpg | | « gut 


1 5 1 
KL c al Juden; -atid. * qthered themlelves 
A together, to aſk help of the Lord; even out of 
7 L alk the cities 4 , . came = veal the 
r Lord,“ e 9 Be 
On this a the 2. eg ce ſtood 1 the 
« congregation of Judah and Jeruſalem, in the 
XX «© houſe'of the Lord, and offered up a molt ſolemmn 
9 addreſs to Heaven, which I think none of you can 
read without edification. At the concluſion of the 
king's prayer, © the Spirit of the Lord came upon 
j Jahaziel, the ſon of Zechariah,” and he, id: the 
moſt encouraging manner, addreſſed the king and 
che people. Animated by this addreſs of Jahasiel, 
«© they roſe early in the morning, and went forth 
wide the wilderneſs of Tekoa; and as they went 
c forth; the pious monarch ſtood and faid ; Believe 
«© in the Lord your God, ſo ſhall you be eſtabliſn- 
sed; believe his prophets, ſo ſhall ye proſper;'? 
They went out, ſinging praiſes to the Lord; and 
« the children of Ammon and Moab ſtood! up 
« againſt the inhabitants of Mount Seir, utterly 
* to ſlay and deſtroy them: and when they had 
* made an end of the inhabitants of Seir, they 
„one helped to deſtroy ansther , So that the 
enemies of Judah. were dead bodies, fallen to 
the earth, arid none eſeaped; and Jehoſhaphzt 
and his people had only to © take away the {poih'* 
. which was ſo abundant, that they were three days 
in gathering it. On the fourth day they aſſembled, 
* and Nel the * 14. came to Jerufalem 
2 2). 7 08 WB. 
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| 18 8. 6 F 
4 with plalteries, and harps, * en unto . Y 2 
e houſe of the Lord. | | 
To celebrate this wonderfa A. the 
1 before us was probably compoſed, by, or for 
the ſons of Korah; in which, having mentioned 
ſeveral of the perſetctions, and the providence of 
God, the words of our text conclude the ſacred 
ſong. This Cod is our God, for ever and ever ; he 
will be our guide even unto death, This God, who 
1s « great and greatly to be praiſed, the great King; 
Ma; God, Who is known as a refuge in the palaces 9 
4 of Zion; before whom the aſſembled and com- 
46 bined kin gs marvelled, were troubled, and haſted 
« away; were ſeized with fear, and pain as of -a 
4. woman in travail, Txi⸗ God, who breaketh the 
4 ſhips of Tarſhiſh with an eaſt-wind ; who will 
4 eftabliſh Zion for ever; whoſe: praiſe is as his 
'& name to the ends of the earth; whoſe right 
« hand is full of righteouſneſs ; This God is our 
6 God, for ever "_ ever; he will be our guide 3 


r 2 
8 LOS 


i c even unto death.“ 1 g 

© On theſe words Imake the following obvious re- 

| "marks. | J 

= I. That Ander every diſpenſation of 5 = 
Y and in every age, it has been the. conſolation. 

108 0 good men to have an intereſt in God, to have 

| | 5 ſome evidence of it, and to place all their conh- 

1 dence in that God in whom they are intereſted. 

| Buy reading the Old Teſtament, you will continually 

| E- |: "nd that this was the triumph of the ſaints, They 

= "did not boaſt of their — their worldly digni- 


Of, | . 


9 


F 3 - 
, or thefr Gt. MA but, conſeious ef 
IF the vanity of all earthly good, and che imperfee- 
7 tons of all human performances, it was tlieir feli- 
eity and their glory to be intereſted in Him Whoſe 
e merey is everlaſting, Ard Whoſe wutn enduveth. | 
4 From generation to generation,” ; 
TJ - Under che New Teſtament Geſtion, all trife 
1 delkevers hive more -abundarit encetiragemertt to 
confide and te rejoice in God as Heir Oed aid 
portion for ever and ever. Life and immortali- 
I «ty are brought to light by the golpel.“ There 
mme glories, me awful glortes of an &ternat world, 
md the cbmpafflonate regard of our Heavenly Fa- 
cher te ul hi children, appear to the grenteſt ud- 
A vantage. There we have the exceeding great and 
IF precibus *promiſes" ts encourüge und anitnits, He 
I way to enjoy the promiſed bleſſings, and the cha 
nacters of thoſe who are intereſtedd in them, Ml 
placed before our eyes in the eleureſt anll Net 
ught. Every goſpel believer, cheréforeg hits yore 
clear evidence of his intereſt in the Father ef 
nin; and more abundarit encotiragement arid fp 
bort in the contemplation. of à holy, Wife, and 
gracious God as his portion. I beg leave, ere. 
fore, to confider the paſſage before us as erpreſſ- 
E — ye * confidettes * a true believer in Jefas 
11. * The great concern of man is to have an in- 
tereſt in God, as his God and portion; and to know 


7 8 

: © +that he is intereſted in him. If God be not our 
God, what have we: that is worth the enjoyment * 
What is there that can make us happy in life or 
death? What is there, without this, that can ſe- 
eure our comfort, our peace, or our ſafety, amidſt 
the toils and pains, the ſins and temptations, of the 
preſent life? Every conſiderate man will anſwer, 
there is nothing. If God be not our God, what 
are all the riches poſſeſſed by men ? „ KRiches 
make themſelves wings, and fly away, as an eagle 
towards heaven. Riches profit not in the 
day of wrath.” What is all the dignity to which 
mortals were ever advanced? It is all a puff of 
. noiſy. breath; mere empty air; © vanity and vexa- 
tion of ſpirit. You may fare ſumptuouſly, and 
de exalted to day, to the higheſt pinnacle of ho- 
= nour, and to-morrow you may be lifting up your I 
eyes in hell, being in torment, and reduced to the ; 
painful, mortifying neceſſity of craving, in vain, a 
drop of water to cool your ſcorched tongue. My 
dear friends, excuſe me in the freedom of aſking, 
what will all the dignity and honour to which you 
may have been exalted in this world, do for you, 
in that place of POO: and uche ins tor- 

ment? X © 
Suppoſing you * enjoy all the ek of 
Be what would theſe do for you? Who ever pur- 
0 — to a ITY extent than Solomon? * 51 


E 


4 3 


e | 5 _ 
© what 


ny "» 3 


i 


XI i; . 
: 

it. : 
71 


bat are his views, at laſt, of this purſuit ? This 


4 alſo is vanity.” * - Sooner or later, you will be 
oh brought to the ſame concluſion. Alas! my bre- 
* thren? a perſon who lives in the purſuit of carnal 
pleaſures is © dead while he lives.“ 1 And what 


will the end be? Forgive me if I adopt the addreſs 


of the prophet to the virgin of Babylon © Hear 
thou this, thou that art given to pleaſures, that 


„ dwelleſt careleſsly ;—let now the aſtrologers, the 


„ ſtar-gazers, the monthly prognoſticators ſtand up, 


c and ſave thee from theſe things that ſhall come upon 


| « thee. Behold, they ſhall be as ſtubble : the fire 


* ſhall burn them: they ſhall not be able to deliver 


8 themſelves from the power of the flame.” r 


If we had all the human learning that ever was 


| acquired by mortals, valuable as learning is, we 
| ſhould be fully convinced in the end, that if we 


have not the knowledge of God as our God, we are 
but learned fools ; and ſhall acknowledge either to 


| our everlaſting confuſion, or to our eternal conſola- 


tion, that “ the fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
«© wiſdom, and to depart from evil is underſtand- 


ing.“ In a word; whatever we enjoy, if God bs 


not our God, we enjoy nothing that can make us 
truly happy; and if we have this portion, we aro 
truly happy, whatever we want beſides, Happy 


| are thoſe people only, who have the God of Jacob 


I Job, xxviii. a. PA, cxi, 10. . 


for 


* 


125 LE bY 
For: their help; happy, tranſcendently, ſupremelxc 
and eternally happy are they whoſe hops is in the 
Lord their God, * O let every one in this aſſembly, 
bar the werd of him who cannot miſtake. Thus 
„ ſanh the Lord: Let not the wiſe man glory in 
&« his wiſdom, neither let the mighty man glory in 
&. his might, let not the rich man glory in his riches, 
„But let him that glorieth glory in this, that he 
e underſtandeth and knaweth me, that J am the 
85 Lord, who exerciſe loving kindneſs, judgment, 
and righteouſneſs in the earth; for in theſe things 
 $ Logs ſaith the Lord. x | 
It was further obſerved that it is the great con- 
cern of man to nom that he has an intereſt in God. E 
For of what uſe can our faith or hope bo, if we have 
not the knowlegge of them ? Indeed it is little leſs. 
than a contradiction in terms, to ſuppoſe that a per- 
ſon dan be poſſeſſed of either, without being able to 
know that he is poſſeſſed; of them. An unknown 
religion, in any part of it, ſeems, to be no religion at 
all. And what a poor. gloomy creature would a 
true Chriſtian be, not having the evidence that he 
is ſuch! Without the evidence of the ſafety. and 
happineſs of our condition how could our ſpirits be 
ſupported, our gratitude excited; or our minds, | 
comforted i in a thouſand diſtreſſing caſes ? | 
The poſſibility, and the certainty of this Know- | 


leige of our ir condinies; are manifeſt from various 


| * Pia. exlvl. Fo = ** ix. 23, 24. 
: . conſider- 


L138 4 
conſiderations. To or three of which Tbez leave 
briefly t to mention. 

Firſt, The ſcriptures tially nite different 
characters of men. The ſaint, the ſinner, the wick- 
ed, the righteous; thoſe who fear God, and who 
do. not fear him; who love, and who do not love 
him; who truſt in him, and do not truſt in him; 
who love, and do not love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; 
and ſo on. No man can attentively read the bible 
without obſerving this. Now of what uſe can it be 
to make theſe diſtinctions, or to addreſs theſe differ- 
ent characters, if we cannot know our own condi- 
tion; if we cannot ſay with evidence, we are of 
ſuch a character, and ſuch a pellagy is addreſſed 
tous? _ 

| Secondly, A great part of 9 ſcripture cannot 
anſwer the purpoſe for which it was evidently 
given, nor, indeed, any valuable purpoſe at all, 
unleſs the readers of it can know their Own con- 
dition. Promiſes are made to thoſe of one cha- 
racter; threatenings are denounced againſt thoſe of 
another. Multitudes of duties and directions be- 
| long to perſons of particular characters, marked in 
the paſſages where thoſe duties, directions, and 
threatenings lie. Nor is this the caſe in a few ſe- 
le& paſſages only; but it is the common method of 
the ſacred writers to ſpeak in this manner. We 
might adduce inſtances almoſt innumerable, if ne- 
ceſlary, or if this were a place to enlarge upon the 
labject. But no attenti ve reader can be at a loſs to 

B 5 obſerve 


„„ | 
obſerve that this Rs of adarefh is common 
throughout the bible. Now all theſe paſlages, i in- 
_ deed a great, part of the bible, would be uſeleſs, if 
the readers could not know whether they bear the 
characters of the perſons to whom they are addrefl- 
ed, becaule they, in that caſe, could not take the por- 
tion which belongs to them, as the Author of ſerip- 
ture evidently intended. 

Thirdly, We may add, that' it ta refle& on the 
wiſdom of the great Author of ſcripture, who evi- 
_ dently ſuppoſes that the readers know, or may know 
their own character and condition, if this were not 
to be known. And ſhall we impute folly to the 
THY One of Iſrael ? God forbid ! | 

Fourtlily, The. exhortations to A 
would bei improper, becauſe of no uſe, if men could 
not determine what is their ſpiritual condition. 
The language in which the apoſtle expreſſes himſelf 
on this head, deſerves particular attention, He not 
only calls us to examine, but to prove our ownſelves.* 
Proof muſt be by evidence; and the effect of proof is 
conviction; which gives the mind aſſurance. If 

men could not prove their ow nſelves, they would 
not be exhorted to it; and if they can prove their 
.ownſelves, they can certainly know what is their 
condition. He adds Know ye not your own- 
« ſelves, that Jeſus Chriſt | is in you, except ye be re- 
166 probates ? 255 But what would this be to the pur- 


Gig Go xili. 5. e 


poſe, 


5) 
poke, if men cannot Was whether Jeſus Chriſt i is 
in them, and whether they are reꝑrobates or not ? 
Fiſthhy, The conſtant language of the ſaints, both 
in the Old and New Teſtament is ſuch as plainly 


3 | proves that they did know their intereſt in 


God, and their happy relation to him. The lan- 
guage of the text might be conſidered as a ſpecimen; 
and every attentive reader muſt obſerve that it agrees 
with the current language of the ſaints in every 
part of ſcripture reſpecting their ſtate, their intereſt 
in God, and their title to heaven. All they ſay on 

this head may be conſidered as an illuſtration of 


4 . the confidence, and che Hope expreſſed i in the text, 


now before us. 
Excuſe me in mentioning a few inſtances; though 
we have not time to enlarge on the ſubject. What 
was the language of holy Job in the early ages of the 
world? © 1 know that my Redeemer liveth, and 
| E that he ſhall ſtand at the latter day upon the earth, | 
«And though after my ſkin, worms deſtroy this 
body, yet in my fleſh ſhall I ſee God, whom I 
te ſhall ſee for myſelf, and mine eyes ſhall behold, 
and not another, though my reins be conſumed 
„within me!” * What was the language of David 
in a following age? „ The Lord is my ſhepherd, 
I ſhall not want. The Lord is my light, and my 
ec ſalvation, whom ſhall I fear? the Lord is the 


1 ſtrength of my life, of whom ſhall I be afraid 


Ib xix 25, 26, 21. f Pfalm xxili. 1. xxvil, 1. 


Ba Wust 


„„ 

What was the language of the good m men in s the time 
of - Jehoſhaphat? Allowing the plalm before us to 
be compoſed at the time which we have ſuppoſed, 
this very plalm 1 is an evidence of their knowledge 
of intereſt in God, and their conſidence in him. 
This God is our God for ever and ever; he will 
be our guide even unto death.“ 8 8 
: Attendtothedeclarations and Pair e of the : 
New T eſtament ſaints, © Being juſtified by faith, 
© we have peace with God, through our Lord Jeſus 
« Chriſt. —We have now received the atonement 
“We rejoice in hope of the glory of God,” We 
© know that if the earthly houſe of this tabernacle 
* were diſſolved, we have a building of God, an 
e houſe not made with hands, eternal in the hea- 
« vens.“ t—* Giving thanks unto the Father, who 
« hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheri- 
« tance of the ſaints in light: who hath delivered us 
from the power of darkneſs, and hath tranſlated 
us into the kingdom of his dear Son. In whom 
© we have redemption, through his blood, even the 
6 * forgiveneſs of ſins.” 4 Paſſages of this kind. are 
too many to be eaſily numbered. 

Nor can it, with propriety, be alledged that theſs 
were the declarations of the moſt eminent believers 
only. They are evidently expreſſed as the language 
of believers in general z and other paſſages {ſtill more 
prolly. declare that this evidence of intereſt in - 


0 Rom. Xx, 172, 11. 1 2 *. Io r col. i, 12, 1314 
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the bleſſed Golan future happineſs, was the com- 
mon privilege of believers, The apoſtle, addreſſing 
me Hebrews, in reference to the ſufferings which 
3 they had formerly endured for the fake of Chriſtian- 
WF ity, ſays, © ye took joyfully the ſpoiling of your 
goods, knowing in yourſelves, that ye have in hea- 
tiven a better and an enduring ſubſtance,” * Theſe 
common Chriſtians had this knowledge; and there- 
fore it cannot be the privilege of diſtinguiſhed 
ſaints only. He alſo tells the Romans, * ye have 
© not recnived the ſpirit, of bondage again to fear; 
© but ye have xeceived the ſpirit. of adoption, by 
„ which ye cry Abba, Father,” + The Spirit is given 
to true believers, for this end among others, that it 
| may © bear witneſs with their ſpirits that they are 

« the children of God; 4 and hereby they know 
that they dwell in God, and he in them, becauſe he 
hath given them of his ſpirit! & This is not the 
privilege of a few only, but of all true Chriſtians; 
for © if any man have not the Spirit of Chriſt, he 
js. none of his.” || 

Thus it evidently appears from the infallible ora- 
cles that perſons may know whether they are or are 
not intereſted in God, or in a ſtate of ſalvation, If : 
then, we may determine. this great point, by ſerious 
enquiry,” and honeſt ſelf-examjnation,, is it not a 
matter of infinite conſequence that every one of you. 


he Heb. : Rx. IS + Rom, lk; 1, 15 1 Rom. vii. 16, 
8 8 John li. 24s, 7 iv. 13. 1 Rom. viſi. 9 3 
„ Lo -- ſhould. 
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„ 
N ſhould begin now to make the enquiry ; and never 
reſt till you have obtained a full anſwer to this all- 
important queſtion ? It is neceſſary for your ſafety; 
leſt you ſhould be deceived, and not diſcover the 
deception till it be too late. How awful to find 
_ yourſelves fatally miſtaken at the day of judgment, 
when the deciſive ſentence ſhall be paſſed, which 
can never be reverſed to all eternity ! 
I beſeech you to take a view of the dreadful con- 
dition of thoſe, who, at that day, will ſay to our 
Lord Jeſus, the Judge, 4e Lord, Lord, have we not 
«© propheſied in thy name? and in thy name caſt 
& out devils ? and in thy name done many wonder- 
„ ful works? Then will I profeſs unto them, Ine- 
ever knew you ; depart ſrom me, ye that work ini- 
© quity,” F How melancholy is the ſtate repreſent- 
ed by that of the foohfh virgins! What will you do 
in the great day, if this ſhould be your condition? 
Theſe were profeſſors of religion ; ſuch as continued 
their profeſſion to the laſt ; but have only the /orm 
of religion. They come too late, crying © Lord, 
Lord, open to us.” But the Lord anſwers them 
Jaymg, © I know you not ; py and they : are for ever 
expelied from his bliſsful preſence, - | 
Conſider another ſolemn repreſentation of that 
diſappointment with which many profeſiors will 
meet at the day of judgment. The good Lord 
grant that not one of you may be among the unhap- 
+ Mat. v. 22, 23s. I Mat. xxv. 12. 
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py number! « 1 to enter in at the ſtrait gate: 
© for many, I ſay unto you, will ſeek to enter in, and 


te ſhall not be able; When once the Maſter of the 
© houſe is riſen up, and hath ſhut to the door; and 
© ye begin to ſtand without, and to knock at the 


door; ſaying, Lord, Lord, open unto us, and he 
© ſhall anſwer and fay unto you, I know you not 
e whence ye are: Then ſhall he begin to ſay, we 


& have eaten and drunk in thy preſence, and thou 


ee haſt taught i in our ſtreets. But he ſhall ſay, I tell 
„ you, I know you not whence ye are; depart 
from me, all ye workers of i iniq ity. There ſhall 


ebe weeping and gnaſhing of teeth, when ye ſhall ſee 
„Abraham, and Iſaac, and Jacob, and all the pro- 


< phets in the kingdom of God, a 1 your- 


t ſelves thruſt out.” f_ 

How awful, Sirs, to hear that, at the laſt day, 
many profeſſors will meet with a fatal diſappoint- 
ment! How infinitely important is it, forevery one 


of us now © while it is called to-day,” to enquire 


whether we have ſolid {criptual evidence that © this 


God is our God;“ that. where this is not the caſe, 
every one may by the divine bleſſing, awake out of 
leep, and that all who are in this happy ſituation, 


may go on their way rejoicing, and view approach- 


ing death and the Jadgment⸗- ay, with peace and 


tranqunuy ? 1 


3 Luke xiii, 2428, : 
15 Without 


L 20 x 
Without this evidence of your intereſt i in a po]. 
erful and gracious God, what is there in this world, 
that can ſupport your ſpirits in a time of trial, or 
fortify your minds againſt adverſity and death ? 
Can any thing, without this, influence your grati- 
tude, or dire& your tempers and paſſions in gene- 
Tous, filial, evangelical obedience? Without this, 
is not. your obedience that of a ſlave, a mere taſk ? 
and your religion a piece of drudgery ? ' Whereas, 
in the enjoyment of this evidence, you can rejoice 
in the Lord, and triumph in the God of yo.r fal- 
vation. You can unite with the New Teſtament 
believers, i in giving thanks unto the F ather, who 
* hath. made you meet to be partakers of the inhe- 
te ritance of the ſaints in light ;” * you can feel the 
force of the exhortation, © that ye would walk 
« worthy of God, who hath called you unto his 
e kingdom and glory ;” + and when death ap- 
proaches, in whatever form, you will be able to 
ſay, „O death! where is thy ſting? O grave! 
here is thy victory? The ting of death is ſin, 
and the ſtrength of fin is the law. But thanks 
be to God, who giveth us the nary through | 
our Lord jeſus Chriſt.” 4 1 
III. The third general "in which the | 
words before -us ſuggeſt, 1s, that when this great. 
point is ſettled, when you have ſolid ſcriptural evi. . 


;» col. 1. 12, | +2 Thefl. ii. 12. 


1 1 Cor, xv, 55, 36, 37. 
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dence of your intereſt in the Father of Mercies, 
then it will be for your comfort, and it ought to be 
your delightful and frequent employment, to con- 
template the divine character, works, and promiſes ) 
and on every review of theſe ſubje&s, to make the 
refletion, and edifying application. contained” in 
our text. This God, you may then cheerfully, and 
with unutterable ſatisfaction, fay, this God, who 
has given us this account of his own character, this. 
God, whoſe power has performed theſe wonderful 
works, this God, who has given us theſe exceeding 
great and precious promiſes ; this God of infinite 
power, and of infinite goodneſs, “is our God, for 
Lever and ever; he will be our guide even unto 

= death... 6 

; Such was the method of thoſe for whom this 
plalm was penned, They have here reviewed fome 
of the attributes and Works of God. But they do 
not review them as matters of mere ſpeculation. 
They conſider their own intereſt in them; and re- 
Joice in him to whom theſe attributes belong, and 
who has performed theſe mighty works, as their 
God, Father, and everlaſting Friend, and thus 
6s encourage themſelves in the Lord their God.“ 
Such an improvement of divine revelation, and of 
the facts recorded in it, will feed and nouriſh the 
ſoul, and produce the beſt effects in the tempers 
and lives of real ſaints. By ſuch methods, the 


word of divine grace is able to build you up, and 
„ 
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« to give you an inheritance among all them who = 


« are ſanftified,” * _ | 

This method of i improving the word of God i is 
yet more eaſy, and may be more profitable to real 
Chriſtians than it was to thoſe good men who lived 
under the Jewiſh c:conomy. The divine charac- 


ter was then leſs clearly revealed; fewer diſpenſa- 
tions of Providence were then recorded; and the 


promiſes made to the ſaints in thoſe ages were not 
ſo numerous, nor did they contain thoſe rich trea- 
ſures of grace and glory, which are contained i in 


the promiſes of the New Teſtament. Nor was the 
great work of redemption and reconciliation by the 
Son of God, in thoſe ages, ſo clearly underſtood, 


as it is now, by all who read the New Teſtament 


under divine direktion, fincerely deſiring to be 
taught of God. Many prophets and righteous il 
men, of former times, have deſired to ſee thoſe 
> 2 things which we ſee, and have not ſeen them; 
« and to hear thoſe things which we years and have 


“ not heard them,” + | 
To true believers in Chriſt © are given excecd- 


10 ; ing great and precious promiſes, that by theſe 


be they may be partakers of the divine nature; t 


and theſe promiſes contain whatever can make them 


truly and ſubſtantially happy, in earth and in hea- 
ven. Theſe promiſes are wells of ſalvation, from 


| whence the righteous may, with joy, draw living 


Ad xx. 3. Matt. ziil, 17. tz Pet, TH 5 
| _ 8 = water, 


1 = 
Water, for their refreſhment, when fatigued with | 
the labcurs, or oppreſſed with the calamities of a 
miſerable world; or with the feery trials in which 
they may be called to ſtruggle with the enemies of 
their peace and comfort, in paſſing through life, to 
their better and heavenly country. 
I., therefore recommend it to you, my friends, as 
| a ſacred employment, which may be intermingled 
Vith all your other eoncerns, that, in pious medi- 
action, you frequently ſurvey the ſcripture character 
of God, his mighty works, and his precious pro- 
miſes; and, if you are born again, which, I truſt 


is the happy condition of many now preſent, fre- 


= quently recolle& theſe ſubjects, and always con- 
=o clude your ſurvey, with ſome ſuch application to 
yourſelves, as the words before us contain. This 


WW *<© God is, our God, for ever and ever; he will be 


our guide even unto death.“ | 
5 To engage your attention to Bichhas improvement | 
of divine revelation, as 1 here recommend, and to 
aſſiſt you in it, let us very briefly conſider the cha- 
racter which our heavenly Father has given of him- 
ſelf in the holy ſcriptures ;—who have a right to 
uſe the words of the text in their meditations upon 
it and what is ſuppoſed and contained in the 
words, for the inſtruction and conſolation of thoſe 
who are intereſted in them, © 
Firſt, Let us briefly ſurvey the ſetiptare cha- 
ratter of God, concerning whom theſe encourag- 
ing things are ſpoken, This will be eaſily colle&- 


| „ 1 
ed from his attributes, works, and W To 
enlarge on theſe dang a conſiderable part of our 
ſtated miniſterial labours; ſo that if we had time 
for ſuch enlargement, it is not now particularly ne- 
ceſſary; and the limits of our time admit of no- 
thing more than a few general obſervations. 
The God in whom the believer is intereſted, and 
5 he confides, is poſſeſſed of infinite power 5 
te with him, nothing is impoſſible.” + He declares 
himſelf © the Almighty God.” T And as ſuch, his 
ſaints. have, in all ages, been taught to approach 
him, and to place their confidence in him. 
He is alſo every where preſent to employ his infi- 
nite power, in behalf of all his people, and againſt 
his and their enemies, ſo far as his wiſdom dire&s, | 
for their advantage, and his own glory. „ If we | 
« aſcend up into heaven, he is there; if we make 
« our bed in hell, behold he is there. If we take 
« the wings of the morning, and dwell in the ut- 
« termoſt parts of the ſea; even there ſhall his 
„ hand lead us, and his right hand ſhall hold us.“ 9 
He ſees and knows all that is done or deſigned by 
hiĩs creatures. He knows our down-fitting; and 
% our up- riſing; he underſtands our thoughts afar 
. of, He compaſſes our path, and our lying 
% down, and is acquainted with all our ways. 


+ Luke i. 37. 1 Cen. ail. 1. 
I Gen, xvii, 14. Job xlii. 2. 

5 5 Pſalm cxxxix. , 9, 10. 
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L 
« There is not a word in our tongue, but he knows 
te jt altogether. We cannot go from his Spirit, or 
ei flee from his preſence. The darkneſs hideth not 
& from him; but the night ſhineth as the day, 
« The darkneſs and the 0 are both alike to 
cc him. 7 * 
lle is a God of infinite wiſdom ; the « only wiſe 
Cod.“ +—© In wiſdom he made all his works.“ 7 
ny his wiſdom he can defeat all the deſigns formed 
=& againſt his children, whether by men or devils; 
and can ſo over-rule, controul, and diſpoſe all 
| events, that they ſhall terminate in his glory, and 
| the advantage of ſuch as love him. 
| He is a God of faithfulneſs and truth ; will per- 
form all his promiſes, and never leave nor forſake 
thoſe who put their truſt in him.] He will be 
with them in every trying circumſtance, When 
they paſs through the fue and through the water, 
hé will be their guardian; and even in the valley 
of the ſhadow of death, he is with tem ; his rod 
and his ſtaff comfort them. J | 
Ile is immut able. With him there is no varia- 
| © bleneſs, neither ſhadow of turning.” ++ All the 
| affairs and enjoyments of life are frequently chang- 
ing, Riches, honours, Fan and friendſhip 


— 


35 . Pr. exxxix- 2, 3. 4 7,12, F 1 Tim. i. 17+ Jude v Ye 2 5 
„„ Rom. viii. 28. 
| Heb, xiii. 5. N Pl. xxiii. 4. : 
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among n men ſeldom continue long in the fame fate; 
Could they make us happy, they are all uncertain; 
may be enjoyed to day and loſt to morrow. Changes 
frequently take place in our minds, and the minds 1 
of thole with whom we have connettions. Our 
mental capacities, and thoſe of our intimate friends 
may be deranged, or otherways diſordered, in a few 
days or hours. Of this we have lately had ſome i 
affecting proofs. In a word, the world itſelf, and all | 
that is in it, will ſoon be burnt up. But the God 
in whom the true Chriſtian places his confidence, 
abides the ſame for ever and ever. His truth, and 2 
his regard to his children, continue to all genera- 
tions. © He is of one mind, and who can turn 
ee him?” *_—He is a God of pity and tender con- 
faſſi on. „ He delighteth in mercy.” +—* Like as a | 
ther pitieth his children, ſo the Lord pitieth 
'* them that fear him. He knoweth our frame; he 
« remembereth that we are duſt,” + He invites us 
therefore „ to come boldly to the throne of grace, 
e that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help 
ci in time of need.” $ 6 
I only ſay, once more, He is an a coctthſling God, He 
lives for ever and ever, His © years ſhall have no 
« end.” | Earthly comforts die; friends die. No- 
thing here can be enjoyed long; but God is an ever- 
laſting Father Fr iend, and Portion to all who truſt 
in him. | 3 | 

© Job. xxili. 13. + Mic. vii. 18. f Pſa, ciii. 13, 14, 

5 { Heb, iv. 16. || Pfalm. cii. 27. - 


1 
On this very curſory and imperfect ſurvey of a few 


af the divine perfections, it appears to be an inex- 


pre ſſible conſolation to be able to vie w this God as 


our God. What divine ſupport in a time of ad- 


verlity does the conſideration adminiſter, when, on. 
good evidence, we are able to ſay, This God, this all- 
powerful, omnipreſent, omniſcient, infinitely wiſe, 
faithful, and unchanging, compaſſionate and ever- 
laſting God, is our God for ever and ever; he | 
« will be our guide even to death,” Yet ſuch is 
the privilege of every real follower of Jeſus Chriſt. 

The great. God is further to be known by his 


4 | works, I here particularly mention his works of 


creation, providence, and redemption. We begin 
with thoſe of creation. The heavens declare his 
glory. The invifble things of him from the creation 


of the world are clearly ſeen, being underſtood by 


6 the things that are made: even his eternal power 
% and godhead.“ f None but a being of infinite power 

and wiſdom could form this mighty fabric, and ad_ 
juſt the ſeveral parts of it, in the admirable manner 
which our eves daily behold. Who but the Al- 
mighty Jehovah could form the luminaries of hea- 
ven, or direct them in their courſes, from which 
they never vary, and in which they perpetually re- 


volve? From whom has the earth received power 


to produce her increaſe, or the productions of the 


carth power to nouriſh it's inhabitants ? From the 


F Pſa. xix. 1. f Rom. i. 20. 


„„ Lord 
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Lord God omnipotent, Or, to uſe the lofty lan- 
guage of ſacred prophecy, <©* Who hath meaſured 
«the waters in the hollow of his hand! and meted 
« out heaven with the ſpan, and comprehended the 
« duſt of the earth in a meaſure, and weighed the 
mountains in ſcales, and the hills ih a balance!“ 
| Reaſon unites with ſcripture, in aſſerting that none 
but the everlaſting God could be the . ' creator of 
«© the ends of the earth.“ 

Not only the power and the wiſdom of God, but 
His goodneſs too, appears conſpicuous i in the works 
of creation. The earth is full of his riches, ny 
and all the productions of it are wonderfully adapt- 
ed to promote the felicity of man. We daily prove, 
ard every crumb of bread and every drop of water, 
ought to remind us, that the Lord Jehovah has 
condeſcended to conſult our welfare i in all the en- 
joyments of life. . 

Now every true Chriſtian ought to contelnplite 
theſe various operations of the hands of God, with 
the power, wiſdor, and love manifeſted in them: 
to remember how eaſy it is for a God of ſuch power 
and wiſdom, to relieve in every diſtreſs, to ſupply 
every want, to ſupport in every trial, and defend from 
every enemy; and how certain it is that a God of 
ſuch goodneſs cannot be unmindful of his children, 
| He may therefore with pleaſure, repeat the words of 
the text, and e them to . — to his 


* e xb 11 eq Ya. cir, 24. 
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at: 
own foul, « This. God, who in the works of crea- 
tion, Sh given ſuch glorious demonſtrations of his 
6. power, his wiſdom, and his goodneſs, is my God | 


* for ever and ever; and he will be my guide even 


«© unto death. 3 i 
The believer": O God i is the God of providence.” It 

is he by whoſe power we are every moment preſerv- 
ed in life. “ In him welive, move, and have our 


I being.“ Our neceſſities, which are continually 


returning, are continually ſupplicd, from his muni- 
ficent hand. The eyes of all wait upon him, and 
« he giveth them their meat in due ſeaſon ; he open- 
« eth his hand, and ſatisfieth the defire of every liv- 
«© ing thing.” + By him the ſeaſons revolve, and the 
earth is made fruitful for the uſe of man. For this 
end © he viſiteth the earth, and watereth it. He 
% greatly enricheth it with the river of God, which. 
is full of water; he prepareth corn for ys, when. 


he hath ſo provided for it. He watereth.the ridges 


* 
** 


0 thereof abundantly; he ſettleth the furrows there- 


„ of. He maketh it ſoft with ſhowers, and blefſeth 
the ſpringing of it. He crowneth the year with 
66 his goodneſs, and his clouds drop fatne(s.” ＋ 


Thus the great Jehovah continually provides for 
the ſupply, and ſupport, of man and beaſt, 


Under the direction of Divine providence, King: 


doms and ſtates riſe and fall; and princes are ad- 


Ads xvii. 28, + Pſa. cxlv. 15, 16. Civ. 27, 28. 
| 2 tas Nu. 97 ro, 11. | 
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variced to thrones, and depoſed from them. When 
we. read in ſacred or profane hiſtory of the riſe 
or demolition of the four great monarchies, which 


have been ſo much celebrated in all ages, 


fince the times in which they flouriſhed, the Baby- 1 


lonian, Perſian, Grecian, and Roman, or of any others, 


we ought to remark upon them, that it is God who a 


« changes the times and the ſeaſons, he removeth 


„ kings, and ſetteth up kings.” The greateſt are 


| but worms before the God of the Chriſtian,, whoſe 


prerogative alone it is, at his own ” wins to «© = 
« down one and ſet up another.? 
The providence of God is concerned i in ys de- 


fence and proteRtion, and in the deſtruction of their 
enemies. The Lord is known. by the judgment 


which he executeth,.and the wicked is fnared in the 
work of his own hands.“ + By his handthe ancient 


patriarehs were preſerved, amidſt ſtrangers, ſome- 

times amidit enemies. «© When they went from 
one nation to another; from one kingdom to an- 
other people. He ſuffered no man to do them 
wrong: yea he reproved kings for their fakes.“ f 


The wonderful preſervation of the Ifraelites in 


Egypt, their paſſage through the Red Sea, when their 


enemies were deſtroyed, and their preſervation, in a 
journey of forty years through the wilderneſs, afford 


many ſtriking inſtances of the power, wiſdom, and 
| tender care of the great God over them; and abun- 


_ dantly- 


* 


Finitly prove that thoſe who have an intereſt in im 


need not fear any evil, however powerful or enraged 
their enemies may be, or in whatever tatiorr they 
may be placed. * 1 8 

The hiftory of Job, of David, of Jeremiah, of 
Paul, of Peter, and of many of the prophets, and 
apoſtles, contains events, had we time to illuſtrate 
them, Which moſt ſtrikingly evince that thoſe who 
put their truſt in the Lord ſhall never be aſhamed. 
nor confounded, world without end. 

The hiſtory of the deſtruction of Pharoah 354 his- 
hoſt in the Red Sea, of Moab and Edom, of Babylon, 
Tyre and Jeruſalem, with other nations and their 
mighty princes, affords a continued proof, from: 
age to age, that none ever hardened his heart againſt 
God, and proſpered; that his counſer ſhall ſtand, 
% and he will do all his pleaſure ;*” and that all his 
enemies, and the enemies of his people, 2 Wü | 
or later fall before him. 

But the glorious work of edehptse gives us the 
moſt noble diſplay of the wiſdom and grace of 
God. ' When all mankind had united in rebellion 
againſt their Maker, when all had gone aſtray, every 
one turriing.to his own way; the great God laid upon 


his dear Son, the iniquity of us all +, The adora- | 


ble Immanuel was made ofa woman, made under the 
law, toredeem them that were under the law, that all 
true belie vers in him, might receive the adoption of 


„„ ſons. 


— 


— — — —à i¹ilV.————— 3 — — — 
0 2 — — 


— — —̃ —⅛3t * — = 


4 2 1. He ſuffered for fins, the juſt for the unjuſt, 

e that he might bring us to God.” + In conſequence 
of this great undertaking, the goſpel (the good 
neus of ſalvation) is now proclaimed to periſhing 4 

| men. By the command of the Lord of glory, his 
miniſters are now authorized to declare this good 


ed to them the forgiveneſs of fins ; 4 and. that all 


The great and righteous God can now be“ juſt, i 
hi and yet juſtify him that believeth in Jeſus * j g 1 
and in conſequence of this great work, performed a "= 
for a ſinful world by the Son of God himſelf, 


mercy, free pardon, and eternal life are now 


his blood. The goſpel (the good news of what the 
Lord has done for loſt man) is proclaimed to every 
creature ; and the guilty and helpleſs are, in the 
: moſt compaſſionate manner, and the moſt pathetic 


»» Gal. iv. 4,5. + 1 Peter iii. 18. f Mark xvi. 13. 
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news to every human creature; and to aſſure all, 
wherever they come, that through this man is preach- Wi 


who © believe in him, are juſtified from all things.” 


proclaimed. to miſerable ſinners, through faith in 


- language, invited to partake, of all the bleſſings of 
ſalvation, without money and without price. T hoſe 
who cordially receive: the goſpel, are made meet, to 
be partakers of the inheritance of the ſaints. in light. 
They are delivered from the power of dark neſs, and 
tranſlated into the kingdom of God's dear Son; and 
have redemption through his blood, even the for- 


Ad xiii, 38, 39. . Rom. my 8 
DT giveneſs 


2 


It, Y civencls of fins, * They are now, through grace, en- 
cc litied to every good, ina dear Redeemer, He * of 
od Cod is made unto them, wiſdom, and righteouſ- 
8 neſs, and ſandtification, and redemption,” + All 
us things are theirs, whether Paul, or Apollos, or Ce- 
4 phas, or the world, or life, or death ; all are theirs, 


WY and they are Chriſt's, and Chriſt is God's, t 
= Now every true believer may ſurvey, from time to 
time, all theſe various diſplays of his divine Father, 
the former of all things, the great Diſpoſer of all e- 
vents, the inexhauſtible fountain of happineſs, who 
has manifeſted his power, his wiſdom, his love and 
= compaſſion, by all theſe various and wonderful me- 
WF thods; who has provided for them and beſtowed 
upon them, all theſe treaſures of grace and glory; 
and on every ſurvey, with a pleaſure, which nothing 
= clſc can give, he may repeat the exclamation before 
us, This God is my God, for ever and ever; he 
will be my guide even unto death,” 
Once more ; Gogi is known by his exceeding 
« great and precious promiſes.” They are * all yea, 
and Amen, to his glory, in Chriſt Jeſus.“ [ They 
| are numerous and various, adapted to every condi- 
tion of real Chriſtians; to comfort the mind in every 
diſtreſs, and to relieve the anxious ſpirit in every 
time of neceſſity. To repeat, and even to recount 
them on this occaſion, would take . too mueft of 


07 | Col: i. 7, 13, 14. 11 cor. i. my 
11 Car, iii, 21, 22, 23» 2 Cor. i. 20. 
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our time, To mention a few muſt ſuffice, The 
Lord God is a ſun and ſhield, the Lord will give 
i grace and glory ; and no good thing will he with- 
&« hold from them that walk-uprightly,” *#_—c Fear 
« thou not, for I am with thee ; be not diſmayed, for 
« Iam thy God; I will ſtrengthen thee, yea, 1 will 
* help thee ; yea, Iwill uphold thee, with the right 
* hand of my righteouſneſs,” F—* What man is 
& he that feareth the Lord? Him ſhall he teach in 
« the way that he ſhall chooſe. His ſoul ſhall dwell at 
ei eaſe; and his ſeed ſhall inherit the land. The ſecret 

e of the Lord is with them that fear him; and he will 
© ſhew them his covenant.“ +—©* Who is he among 
et you that feareth the Lord, that obeyeth the voice of 


& his ſervant, that wWalketh in darkneſs, and hath no 


« light? let him truſt in the name of the Lord, and 
& ſtayupon his God.” “ Say not thouT willrecom. 
* penſe evil: but wait on the Lord, and he ſhall 
* fave thee,” (—* Seek ye firſt, the kingdom of 
&« God, and his righteouſneſs, and all theſe things 
* ſhall be added unto you.“ ** « A{k, and it ſhall be 
s given you; ſeek, and ye ſhall find; knock, and it 
& ſhall be opened unto you. If ye, being evil, know 
how to give good gifts unto your children, how 
much more ſhall your heavenly Father give his Holy 
6 Spirit to them that afk him ? ++ Be perfect, be of 
0 . N be of one mind; live in ous and 


» ne 2. 4 Ifa. xli. 10. 91 Pſa. xxv. 12, 13, 14. 
þ Ifa. l. ro, | { Prov. xx. 22. * Mat. xi. 33. 
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ce the Godof love 1 peace ſhall be with you. Be 
careful for nothing; but in every thing, by prayer 
| & and ſupplication, with thankſgiving, let your re- 
tt queſts be made known unto God; and the peace of 
% God, which paſſeth all underſtanding, fhall keep 

% your hearts and minds, through Chrift Jeſus,” + 
© Let your converſation be without covetouſneſs: and 
« be content with ſuch things as ye have, for he hath 
« ſaid, I will never leave thee, nor forſake thee,” t 
_ Theſe are but a ſmall number of the promiſes with 
which it has pleaſed the wiſe and gracious God to 
indulge his children, for their ſupport and conſola- 
tion in this world of pain and forrow. But they 
ſhew what he can do, and what he certainly will do, 
for ſuch as love and fear him, Such ought to trea- 
ſure them up in their minds; to meditate upon them; 
to live in the aſſured expectation that they will all 
be performed, to thoſe to whom they are addreſſed: 
and to rejoice in this powerful, faithful, and graci- 
ous God, as their © God for ever and ever; and as 
their guide even unto death.” This leads me N 
to conſider, | 

_ Secondly, Who the - vita are, that ive a right 
to uſe this language ; and to rejoice in God, as s their 
Cod for ever and ever. | 
| Moſt certainly theſe are not the openly profane, 
ſuch are rebels againſt the Moſt High. They are 
conſidered in that light now, and will be treated as 
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rebels hereafter. | . Cc the face of the 1050 1 


6 againſt them that do evil; * and what an awful 


day will that be when the great Judge of all the 
earth ſhall ſay to the ungodly, « Becauſe I called, 
and ye refuſed, I have ſtretched out my hand and 
no man regarded; but ye have ſet at nought all my 
e counſel, and would none of my reproof: 1 alfo 
e. will laugh at your calamity, I will mock when 


« your fear cometh ; when your fear cometh as de- 
7 ſolation, and your deſtruction cometh as a whirl- 


ol wind; when diſtreſs and anguiſh cometh upon 


you. Then ſhall they call upon me, but I will 


not anſwer ; they ſhall. ſeek me early, but they 


« ſhall not find me.” + Should any of you, my dear 


| Hearers, die in your fins, unpardoned, unrenewed, 


this will be your condition; and then, inſtead 


of being able to rejoice in the Lord as your God, 


you muſt lie under his vengeance, as impenitent 


rebels againſt bim, i in blackneſs of darkneſs for ever 
and ever. 


Nor can the carnal, a en 


triumph, in the language of the paſſage now before 
us. Theſe, alas! are dead, while they live. Con- 
1 demned, and alienated from the life of God, while 
they make a pretence toreligion. We have already 


ſeen, that our bleſſed Lord repreſents this as the 


| dreadful condition of many profeſſors, who will, 


at the laſt day, be baniſhed from the Saviour of fin- 


® Pſa. xxxiv. 16. 1 Pet, ide 12. . 2428, 


ners, 


E 
ners, 1 finally rejected by him. We often re- 
| peat it, my friends, and I beſeech you to hear, and 
to regard the repetition of it once again, that what- 
ever profeſſion we make, however we are diſtin- 
guiſhed by forms or by fentiments, it is an invaria- 
ble maxim of Him who will be our Judge, thaz 
«© he who. committeth ſin is of the devil;” and 
„the hope of the hypocrite ſhall periſh. 255 

We muſt, therefore, look for another "claſs of 
men, who, alone, can, with ſatisfaction, make uſe 
of the language of the text. Theſe, and theſe only, 
have ſcripture authority to triumph in God, as 
their God, for ever and ever, and as their guide, 
even unto death, In order to learn who theſe are, 
you will conſider, 1 

1. That as all men have broken the divine law, 
and are, on that account, expoſed to condemnation, 
the great and gracious God, out of love to us in 
this fallen and condemned condition, has intro- 
duced into our world a new and better covenant, - 
eſtabliſhed upon better promiſes. | A covenant of 


: free grace, ſuited to the condition of fallen man, 
5 and containing all that is neceſſary to make him 
happy, notwithſtanding his deplorable fituation, ” 

* reaſon of his tranſgreſſions. | | 
c | 

, 0 See Matth. vii. 22. xxv. 10. | Luke xiii, 24, 25. 

0 + John lit. 8. 38 T lob viii. 13. 
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8: Due article or part of this new goſpel cove- 
nant is, © I will be to them a God, and they ſhell 


« be to me a people.“ Whoever therefore is 
intereſted in the new covenant, has a ſcripture 
right to claim an humble relation to God as his 
God. | | | | 

1 This new and better covenant is made known 
to ſinners in the precious goſpel, which goſpel is 


proclaimed to every creature; f and every ſinner, 


where the goſpel comes, is invited to embrace it, 
and to partake of the benckits of it, The glorious 
| Redeemer invites all the ends of the earth to look 
to him, and be ſaved. + Whoſoever will, he gra- 
_ ciouſiy ſays, let him take the water of life free- 


ly.4 


4. Though ah. new covenant of free grace is | 
proclaimed to all men, yet none enjoy the bleſlings 


of it, till they come to Chriſt by faith. Till then 
every man, as a ſinner, remains condemned, and 
« the wrath of God abides upon him.” | But on 
à cordial reception of Jeſus Chriſt, as exhibited in 


the everlaſting goſpel, the great God makes the co- 
venant with individuals, which is exhibited to all 
men; and from that moment they are intereſted in 


all the precious bleſſings contained in it. Suffer me 
to repeat the gracious words of our compaſſionate 
Father, addreſſed to you, my fellow-ſinners, on this 


. 
> John iii. 18, 36. 
2 


+ Mark xvi. 15. 


S Revxali. 17 


a TU Ch way 


1 


delightful ſubject. Ho, every one that thirſteth, | 
come ye to the waters, and he that hath no mo- 


« ney; come ye, buy and eat, yea, come, buy wine, 


and milk, without money, and without price. 


6 Wherefore do ye ſpend money for that which is. 
6 not bread ? and your labour for that which ſa- 
66 tisfieth not? Hearken. diligently unto me, and. 
« eat ye that which is good, and let your ſoul de- 
« 1;ght itſelf in fatneſs. Incline your ear,. and. 


s come unto me; hear, and your ſoul ſhall live, and. 


« ] will make an everlaſting covenant with you, 
« even the ſure mercies of David.” + From this 
glorious paſſage, it appears, that however generally 
the goſpel covenant is held out to men, none have: 
the bleſſings of it enſured to themſelves, but ſuch. 
as obey the goſpel, and cordially embrace the free 
ſalvation of Chriſt, to which the goſpel invites 
them. All theſe, however, may, on the moſt ſub- 
ſtantial grounds, rejoice, and even in times of the 


deepeſt adverſity triumphantly ſay, Though my 
| * bouſe, or my other circumſtances, be not as I 
could wiſh them, yet the Lord hath made with. 


me an everlaſting covenant, ordered i in all things 
and ſure,” 1 ; 

3. In the fame Sing covenant of grace, the 
great God makes another promiſe to all true be- 


hevers, of which they all experience the fulfilment, 
upon their cordial and practical embracing the goſ- | 


1 Ifal, ty. % % ĩ Sam. xxiil; 5, 
ID A be. pel, 
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| pel, and the' experience of Which, is the grand 
confirming evidence of their intereſt * in God as 
their God. I will put my laws into their mind, 


« and write them in their hearts.” # Every true 


believer experiences in his mind, and makes mani- 


ſeſt in his behaviour, a real change of diſpoſition: : 


the love of God is ſhed abroad in his heart, by 


« the Holy Ghoſt, which is given unto him.” t He 


is a 1 new creature,” || He delights i in the law 


of God, after the inward man.” f In a word, f 
© the apoſtle gives his full character in a few plain 


expreſſio ions, which I requeſt all my dear heafers to 


apply to themſelves. Being now made free from 
« fin, and become ſervants to God, ye have your 


« fruit unto Holineſs, and the end everlaſting 
„5 


May 1 addreſs theſe laſt words to you? 6 1 


do it in truth? Can yeu go into your cloſets, and 
appeal to a heart- ſcarching God, that you are thus 


made free from the love and practice of fin, are 
become ſervants to God, and bring forth fruit unto 
holineſs ?__ Do your conſciences bear witneſs to the 
truth of it? Do your families and neighbours 


confirm the truth of it? Remember, brethren, 
every tree is known by its fruits ; and if thoſe who 
are intimately acquainted with you, do not bear 


#5 + Heb. viii. 10. | 7 Rom v. 4. 
| 2 8 v. 17. 9 Rom. vil, 22. 


1 Rom. vi. 53. | 
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E 
| teſtimony to the truth of your religion, from the 
purity of your condudt, it is a certain proof that you 
have no real religion at all. If, on the other hand, 
you do, in reality, bear this character, you have the 
moſt ſubſtantial proof, that © this God is your God 
. for ever and ever, and will be your guide 75 
« unto death,” We proceed, | 
Thirdly, To enquire what is implied and con- 
tained in the language of the text, and the confi- 
dence expreſſed in it. 
1. It implies that the perſons who are repreſent-. 
ed in theſe words, had. the evidence of their intereſt. 
| in God. For they poſitively and confidently de- 
clare, © this, God is. our God.” The poſſibility, 
neceſſity, and importance of: having this evidence, 
we have already endeavaured to demonſtrate; and 
I truſt none of my dear hearers will be ſo much 
their own enemies, as not. to obſerve the ſubſtantial. 
conſolation which muſt ariſe from . the ex- 
perience of it. | = 
I i true, as the Jewiſh government was a theo. 
Ccracy, as Fo Lord was their King, they, were, in a. 
peeulizr ſenſe, his people, and he was, in that ſeuſe, 
their God, as diſtinguiſhed, from all other nations. 
of the earth, This. was in, conſequence, of the 
Abrahamic covenant, in which Jebovah condeſcends 
to tell that eminent patriarch, 4 I will eſtabliſh my 
* covenant beiw2en me and thee, and thy feed af-. 
ter thee, in their generations, for an everlaſting . 
6 covenant; to be a God unto thee, and to thy ſeed 
| : 3 6 0 after 


| C 42 : | 
& after thee.” + This he afterwards confirmed to 
Iſaac and Jacob; and on this ground, Moſes rea- 
ſons with them in the following manner. Be- 
„ cauſe the Lord loved thy fathers, therefore he 
. choſe their ſeed after them, and brought thee out 
ein his ſight, with his mighty power, out of E- 
« gypt.“ 1—“ The Lord did not ſet his love upon 
vou, nor ek you, becauſe ye were more in. 
number than any people. But becauſe the Lord 
loved you, and becauſe he would keep the oath 
6. which he had-ſworn unto your fathers.” ||—* The: 
Lord had a delight in thy fathers, to love them, 
é“ and he choſe their ſeed after them, even you, 


0 among all people, as it is this day.” $ In the 


ſame manner, the apoſtle Paul reaſons concerning. 
the Jews, with the believing Gentiles. © As con- 
cerning the goſpel, they are enemies for your ſakes; 
e but as touching the election, they are . for 
A the fathers ſakes,” 1 | | 
But it is very manifeſt that the- gol men under 
the former diſpenſation regarded the great God, 
and rejoiced i in him, as their Cod, in a much ſupe- 


rior ſenſe: and all: true believers, under the goſpel, 


are partakers of thoſe bleſſings of which the tem- 
Poral bleſſings beſtowed upon Abraham and his 
poſterity, were only. w_ and ſhadows; the ſpiri-- 


+ Gen. xvii. 7. FÞ Deut. i iv. 37. 
il "Dau. vii. 7. 9. 8 Deut. * 65. 
4 Rom, 3 xi. ab, * 
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tual bleſſings of the everlaſting goſpel, With thele, 
« they who are of faith are bleſſed, with faithful | 
& Abraham.” + Theſe, therefore, can rejoice in 
God as their God, and as their guide even unto death. 
That goſpel believers thus rejoiced, we have ſeen 
already ; and it is a fat confirmed by a great part 
of the New Teſtament. 

Believers 1 in Jeſus, however, it may be- proper to 
obſerve, had not this evidence from viſions, dreams,. 
or ſudden impulfes. of any kind whatever. They 
inform us, they received; this latisfattion reſpecting 
their ſtate, in a very different way. They fay,. 
„% Hereby we do know that we know him, if we 
« keep his commandments. He that faith, I'know 
© him, and. keepeth, not his commandments, is a 
& liar, and the truth is not in him. But whoſo 
„ keepeth his word, in him. verily is the love of 
« God perfected: hereby know we that we are in 
« him,” f We know that we have paſſed from 
« death. unto life, becauſe we love the-brethren : 
« he that loveth not his brother: abideth in death, 
« Whoſo.hath this world's good, .and ſeeth his bro- 
« ther have need, and. ſhutteth up his- bowels of 
oe compaſſion from him, how dwelleth the love of 


God in him? My little children, let us not love 


in word, neither in tongue, but. in deed. and in 
1. Ga. iii. 9. || 1 John ii. 3, 4, 5. 


truth; 


E 
« truth. and hereby we know that we are e of the 
s truth, and ſhall aſſure our hearts before him.” t 


in this manner the ancient ſaints proved their 


intereſt in God, and their title to heaven. Can 
any other method be equally ſafe Py It is impoſſi- 
ble. Is there any difficulty, if careful. to examine 
ourſelves, in coming to a concluſion on theſe ſub-. 
jects; in obtaining, a clear evidence that we do, or 
do not bear theſe characters? . Surely it cannot be. 
Let every one, therefore, bring theſe and fimilar: 
paſſages home to his own mind; let him view him- 
ſelf in this glaſs of ſcriptural experience, If theſe 


are the evidences of his converſion, he may, with- 


out heſitation, conclude, that * this God is his 
“ God, for ever and ever; and will. be his guide 


„ even unto death.” 


2. The language of the text! is the. language of 
holy triumph; ; and implies, that the perſons who. 
uttered it were ſenſible of the unſpeakable value of 
an intereſt in God, This is a divine ſupport in a- 
time of adverſity, when eartlily comforts fail, and. 
human help is wanting, Then it is that a true be- 
| lever can exult in the rock of his ſalvation, 

The Lord is my Shepherd; I ſhall not want 1 
is his language. Thoſe who are thus happy in the 


knowledge of God as their God need fear no ene- 


mies, nor be e in any calamity, For 


1 1 John 1 ini. 14, TH 185 19. 
1 Pſalm XXiii, 1. 
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« the Lord God is a ſun and ſhield. The old 5 
« will give grace and glory ; and no good thing 
« will he withhold from them that walk upright- 
« ly. ” + Thoſe who are in this happy ſtate may 
look down with ſacred indifference on all earthly 
good, and lifting up their eyes to the everlaſting 
hills, from whence all their help comes, can, with 
pleaſure, ſay, O Lord God of Hoſts! Praten is 
« the man that truſteth in thee.” T? 

3. It implies that the real ſaint takes pleaſure i in 
being wholly at the diſpoſal of God, and is deſirous 
to follow the directions of his word, and the lead- 
ings of his providence and Holy Spirit. The per- 
ſons ſpeaking in our text therefore, rejoice in the 
proſpett of being under the Divine condu& to the 
end of life. He will be our guide even to 
« death.” The carnal man Wiſhes to gratify him- 
ſelf, and to att according to his own inclination. 
But the child of God views this as both wicked 
and dangerous ; and therefore wiſhes that God may 
guide him, and rejoices in hope that he will do it. 
„Thou wilt guide me with thy counſel, and after- 
ard receive me to glory; || is expreſſive of the 
deſire of his ſoul, and the joy of his heart, He 
fears to do wrong. He ardently wiſhes to do right 
in all things. He is conſcious of his own weak- _ 
neſs, and e to error. He 0 that if 


F Prakm lxzxxiv. 11. - 4 Ver. 12. 
oF Pſalm Ixxiii. 24 | 
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has engaged to be always with thoſe that truſt i in 


him, to © guide them with his eye, to prote& them 


by his power, to be a ſun and ſhield to them, to 


give them grace and glory, and never to leave, nor 


forſake them. All theſe may therefore ſay, with ſa- 
cred pleaſure, when the moſt diſtreſſing ſcenes are 


before them, + He will be our guide even unto | 
death.“ | 


4. The language of the text contains in it, all 


that an immortal ſoul can poſſibly ſtand in need of, 
or can poſſibly enjoy, throughout the infinite dura- 


tion of its exiſtence. A real child of God may 


look forward into eternity, an awful, vaſt, immea- 


ſurable eternity, and think, what will do me good ? 
what will be my ſecurity, what will be my felicity, 
through all that infinitely extended duration ? His 
faith, if properly exerciſed, views the promiſes of an 


unchanging God, and enables him triumphantly bp 


ſing, This God is my God, for ever and ever.“ 


In the unknown, countleſs, and never-ending my- 
Tiads of ages, through which my exiſtence ſhall be 
continued, this God is 5 God, my 288 


Friend and Father. 
Conſider the ſeveral expreſſions made uſe of i in 
this ſacred exultation, 

Dur God ! Who can tell ad much that term 
includes? Reflect upon the Divine perfections. 


He is * the Lord God omntpotent,”” His power is 


infinite. With God all FE are poſhble. That. 
infi⸗ 
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| infinitely powerful Being, the faint may ſay, is my 
God! Am1l attacked by the enemies of my ſoul 
from earth and hell? Am I in circumſtances of 
preſſing neceſſity, or immerſed in calamities of va- 
rious kinds? My God is perfectly able to deliver 
me from all my enemies, and to ſubdue them all 
before me. For * He that is on my ſide is greater 
« than all that are againſt me, He can * ſupply 
dall my need, according to his riches in glory 
&« by Chriſt Jeſus.” He is perfectly able to ſup- 
port me under all my diſtreſſes, or deliver me 
from them, in that manner, by thoſe means, and at 
that time, which will be for my greateſt advantage; ” 
„therefore will I truſt in him.” 
His underſtanding is infinite, He knows' my 
heart, my difficulties, and my inability to bear them, 
without his power, to ſupport me. He knows all 
the ſchemes that can be contrived againſt me in 
earth or in hell; and he knows how to defeat the 
deſigns of all my enemies; and to make me * con- 
 & queror, and more than conqueror, through Him 
_ & who hath loved me.” —* The Lord is my light, 
© and my ſalvation, whom ſhall I fear? The Lord 
is the ſtrength of wy 155 of whom ſhall I be 
„afraid?“ 
He is a God of love wid a 6 10 5 
«as a father pitieth his children, ſo the Lord piti- 
e eth them that fear him. He knows our frame; 
* he remembers that we are duſt, His mercy is 
" * from everlaſting to everlaſting, upon them that 


6 fear 5 
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4 fear him. The Lord is merciful Fry graci- 
$55 abs; ſlow to anger, and plenteous in mercy.” IT 
In a world like this, attended as the Chriſtian is 
with various calamities, and confciqus of various 
frailties, were it not for the compaſſion and mercy 
of God, he could have no conlolation or hope. 
But in theſe views of the Divine character, he can 
even rejoice in tribulation, and triumph in adver- 
ſity. His faith reſts on the infallible word. Theſe 
and multitudes of ſimilar ee often cheer his 
gtherwiſe diſconſolate heart. I am poor and 
© needy,” he ſays, « but the Lord thinketh upon 
me; thou art my help and my deliver er, make no 
18 tarrying, O my God.“ 
| Such are the views, and ſuch is the language of 
1 that faith, by which theſe words were uttered; and 
; ſuch the Divine ſupport of thoſe who can, from 
ſcriptural evidence, claim a ſpiritual and filial rela- 
tion to the Almighty Ruler of the univerſe. 

Our Cod rok EVER AND Ever! What a glo- | 
rious additional conſolation, and ground of ſatis- | 
faction! Here, methinks, I ſee the real Chriſtian | 
take a proſpett of all the poſſible exigencies of fu- 

ture life, of the ſolemn ſcenes of death, of the un- 
| known ſituation of thoſe in a ſeparate ſtate, between 
death and judgment, and of an awful eternity, after 

the ſolemn oy of Judgment is paſt, In every 
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„ Pſalm th. 13, 14, 17. | 4 Ver, | 8. | 
1 Pſalm xl. 17. 2 


„ 

« ſtate,” ſays he, in every danger, in every moment 
6 of my exiſtence, this God is my God.” An im- 
mortal ſoul wants a portion that will exiſt, that 
will be invariable, that can give complete felicitys - 
through an infinite duration. The ſcripture ex- 
hibits the bleſſed Jehovah as this portion. The 
believer views, embraces, and lives upon him, as 
ſuch a portion. The Lord is my portion, faith my 
« ſoul, therefore will I hope in him.“ None but 
everlaſting bleſſings can ſatisfy a ſoul that muſt live 
to eternity. The bleſfings of the new covenant are 
all everlaſting bleſſings, the goſpel that lays them 
open to man is an everlaſting goſpel ;+ the covenant 
which contains them, and which is made with every 
believer, is an everlaſting covenant,} and therefore 
completely adequate to our moſt enlarged deſires 
and expectations. | | 

In paſſing through life, we have many faeiguen 
pains, cares, diſtreſſes, and dangers. How many of 


theſe are before us, on this ſide death no mortal 


knows. But if God be our God in them, all ſhall 
be well. That he will be the God of all true Chriſti- 
ans, whatever they meet with here, we are aſſured 
by the infallible oracles; and it is the province of 
faith to reſt in that aſſurance. Thus the believer 
enjoys tranquility, and gives the glory to his Al- 

mighty Friend and Guardian, 


e Lament. iii. 24. + ner. xive 6, | 2 Sam. xxill, 35. 
| I. in. 3. 5 
E Denk 
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_c Death is a a melancholy day, to them that have 


c no God.” What gloomy horrors ſurround theſe, 


at that ſolemn moment! What tormenting reflec- 
tions on the ſins of a life which is now ended! 
What diſtreſſing proſpefts of meeting an angry God, 


Whole laws have been tranſgreſſed, and whoſe grace 


has been neglected! But this is not the caſe of the 


true Chriſtian, His God will, even at that important 


ſeaſon, be with him; his rod and ſtaff ſhall comfort 


him.“ How unſpeakably conſolatory is it to be 
able to ſay with the bleſſed Apoſtle, ' I am now 


© ready to be offered; and the time of my departure 
is at hand, I have fought the good fight; I have 
„ finiſhed my courſe; 1 have kept the faith, 
e Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 
* righteouſneſs, which the Lord, the righteous 


Judge, ſhall give me at that day.“ + Yet ſuch is 


the conſolation of thoſe who have ſcriptural evi- 
dence of their intereſt in God, He will be their 
God in that moſt ſolemn moment ; and they m_ re. 


joice in life in the pr oſpect of it. 


After death, till the morning of the reſurrection, | 
is a long ſtate of exiſtence, of which we, in fleſh 
and blood, can ſcarcely form anidea, In that ſtate, 
the two component parts of man will be far diſtant, 
The body conſigned to the duſt, to be a companion 
of worms, and food for them. The ſoul is in para- 
diſe, in Abraham's boſom, Who ſhall be the guar- 


» Pſa, xxili, 4. f 2 Tim. iv. 6, 2, 3. 
e | dian 


E 
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dian of theſe two companions, ſo long endeared to 
each other, and now ſo far ſeparated? Our God 
will care for them both; and at the great day of final 
retribution, having collected and re- animated the 
ſcattered duſt, will re-unite them, and every way 
fit them for an everlaſting abode with himſelf, All 
true believers ſhall be © ever with the Lord.“ 
From that bliſsful moment, through never-ending 


ages, God ſhall have wiped away all tears from 


© their eyes; and there ſhall be no more death, nei- 


e ther ſorrow, nor crying, neither ſhall there be any 


« more pain; for the former things are all * 
& way. 7 
But the ſaints hope, not only for an eternal hea- 


ven, but for the divine conduct, to bring them ſafely 
to it. God will “ guide them with his counſel,” 
through this world of darkneſs and folly, and after- 


ward he will © receive them to glory.“ The for- 
mer, as well as the latter of theſe unſpeakable bleſs- 


ings, is enſured to all true believers in that everlaſt. 


ing covenant, which is “ all their Es and all 


e their deſire.“ 


A child of God knows not how dreary the paſ- 
ſages of his future life may be, nor the dangers to 


| Which he may be expoſed. But he has the promiſe 


of a faithful and unchanging God, that he will ne- 
ver leave him, that he ſhall be as mount Zion, 


66 which ſtandeth faſt for ever.“ That * as the 


bet. iv, 1. + Rev. xi. 4. f Pla, If. 24. 
| | *** + mountains 


mountains are round about Jerufalem, ſo the Lord 
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« is round about his people, from henceforth, even 
66 forever.“ 

A real ſaint has many ; perplex; ng circumſtances, 
in which he muſt be concerned, in which he is often 
at a loſs how to act right. He has many foes to 
encounter, many difficulties to grapple with ; and 
feels many propenſities in corrupt nature to forget 


God, and negle& duty, By theſe he would ſoon be 
involved in guilt, diſtreſs, and darkneſs, were it not 


that the adorable Jeſus, who has promiſed to be with ; 
his people to the end of the world, is“ able to 
« fave him to the uttermoſt.”+ | 

Every thing before us is dark and unknown. We 
« know not what ſhall be on the morrow,” nor 
«© what a day may bring forth.” But we know him 
who has ſaid © Iam the Lord, I change not; there- 
fore ye ſons of Jacob are not conſumed.” j— 
« I will make darkneſs light before them, and 


d erooked things ſtraight. Theſe things will I do 
„ unto them, and not forſake them.” || The all- 


glorious Jehovah condeſcends to be the guardian of 
his people, to conduct them through every ſcenes 
to ſupport them in all trials, to direct their hearts, 


and their ſteps, and diſpoſe their affairs, ſo that all 
things in which they are concerned, ſhall moſt aſ- 
ny: work together for their . 8 Such aſſur- 


+ Pſa. cxxv. 1, &. + ve. + xviii. 20. Heb. vii. 25. | 
1 Mal, iii. 6, I Ifai, xi. 16, & Rem. viii. 28. 
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anee 5 all have that God will be their God 
« for ever and ever, and their guide even unto. 
" « death.” Such are the objects preſented to the 
view of the believer, in this animating paſſage of 
ſcripture ; and ſuch are the encouragements Which 
are afforded to them, at all times, to truſt in him, and 
in every ſituation to 9 let the Lord: be mag- 
© nified.” ; 
We seine with a few general obſervations, by 
way of improvement. . 
Firſt, Hence ve eaſily obſerve what are the gra- 
cious deſigns of God in the propagation of true reli- 
gion in the world, in the miniſtry of his word, and 
in all the means which he makes uſe of for the con- 
verſion of ſinners. Not that they may be rich or 
great in this life; but that he may be their God, and 
their guide, and that they may live in the comforta-. 
ble evidence that he is ſo; and thus be happy here, 
and rejoice in the daily delightful profpett of ever- 
laſting felicity, with him in his glorious kingdom. 
God forbid that either we who are ſo highly ho- 
noured, by being intruſted with the gofpel miniſtry, 
or you whom we have the honour and pleaſure to: 
addreſs, ſhould ever forget, the great obje& which 
our Saviour has in view, in ſending his miniſters 
forth to preach his goſpel; and which they are to 
keep in view, as a principal object, in all their- 
miniſtrations! “ 2 o open their eyes, and to turn 
them from dars neſs to light, and from the power 
- 94 of ſatan unto God; that they may receive for-. 
| Eg © „ giveneſs 
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4 giveneſs of ſins, and inheritance among them 
ce which are ſanctified by faith, which is in me.” 
If this bleſſed end be accompliſhed, all is well, 


" You are ſafe for time and eternity, and you are 


% our glory and joy.” But if this end be not ac- 
compliſhed, nothing is effected to any good pur- 
poſe, - ye are yet in your ſins; and in this fenſc, 
our preaching is vain, and your faiths alſo vain,” 
The conſequence, though we cannot enlarge, is too 
. important, to be paſſed over without being 
mentioned. You die in your fins, and the word 
which is ſpoken to you, by the authority of. Jeſus. 
Chriſt, even that word will judge and condemn you. 
at the laſt day. 55 
2. We learn hence, whae i is the nature and uſe- 
of faith, in the life and death of a real ſaint, The 
faith of the goſpel is not a mere notion, but a ge- 
nuine ſenſible confidence in the almighty, un- 
changeable, and everlaſting. God. A confidence 
which ſupports the mind in adverſity, enables the. 
diſtreſſed ſaint to © rejoice in tribulation,” and to 
look through all the unknown tracts of future life, 


| the horrors of death, and the ages of eternity, with 


ſacred tranquility; Take care, my dear hearers, . 
that you do not ſatisfy yourſelves with mere notions 
and forms. © Examine yourſelves, whether ye be : 
& in the ſaith, Prove your, ovnſelves.“ 


4 * 41. 46. „ 
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Hint and a finner, through all the ſtages of their 
exiſtence. In what a dreadful condition is an un- 


converted ſinner in this life, whether in proſperity - 


or adverſity! He is © a child of wrath ;”—* the 
« wrath of God abides upon him.” * In what a 


dreadful condition at death! © The wicked is 
, driven away in his wiekedneſs.“ T How awful 
is the ſentence denounced againſt ſuch at the day 
of judgment! © Depart from me, ye curſed, into, 
« everlaſting fire, prepared for the devil and his 


„ angels.” ? What unutterable anguiſh muſt theſe 
eternally endure in that world where « the ſmoke- 
of their torment aſcendeth up for ever and ever lf. 
where the guilt. contracted by tranſgreſſing the 
righteous law of God, and the additional guilt of 
neglecting the ſalvation of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
will lie upon them without intermiſſion, and world 
without end! | 

On the other hand, . real ſaint is happy in 
every ſituation here, and ſhall be ine preſſibly hap- 


py to all eternity. Whatever takes place in this 


world, © it ſhall be well with the righteous,” 
They are, here, © the children of God, by faith in 
« Jeſus Chriſt ;, being juſtified by faith, they have 
** peace with God, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt,” 


| *Epheſ. ii. 2. John iii. 36. f Prov. xiv, 32. 
þ © Matth. xxv. 41. | l Rev. Ziv. 11. 
8 Gal. iii. 26. Rom. v. 1. 
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Their heavenly Father has pledged his veracity 
that © he will never leave them, nor forſake them.“ 


So that they need not be afraid of any thing that 


can happen, amidſt all the viciſſitudes of time. 
6 Neither death, nor life, nor angels nor principal- 


& ities, nor powers, nor things preſent, nor things 
e to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other 


&« creature, ſhall'be able to ſeparate them from the 

© love of God, which is in Chriſt Jeſus | our 

« Lord.” + 
At the hour of death, gloomy and ſolemn as that 


hour is, the ſaints are ſupported. and comforted. 
„The righteous hath hope in his death ;”+ and 


that hope is gladneſs.| The opening proſpect of 


a never: ending world of glory, is infinitely better 


to him than all the treaſures of earth; and, in 
ſpite of all the * can as and ſatan ſug· 


geſt, 


The good men's dying chamber is the gate of heaven. 
« His God ſuſtains him in his final hour! 
" His f final hour . glory to his God:“ 


At the . of N the ri lin ſhall ſtand 
« before the preſence of his glory, with exceeding 
« ; Joy ** The judge himſelf, whoſe ſmile makes 


4 Prov. xiv. 32. | N ag 7% 
2» Jude 24. 
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heaven, will, at that day, ſmile upon them, as his 
brethren. And who can deſcribe the rapture which 
will be excited, when, on his glorious throne} be- 
fore the aſſembled world, he ſhall bid them wel- 
come to all the felicities of the New Jeruſalem ! 
when, in accents unknown to mortals, they ſhall 
hear him ſay, Come, ye bleſſed of my Father, in- 
| « herit the kingdom prepared for you, from the 
1 foundation of the world!“ Then ſhall they 
be admitted into thoſe bliſsful regions, where they 
for ever ſhall © behold his glory,” where all tears 
ſhall be © wiped away from their eyes,” where they 
ſhall be © even as the angels,“ in the full fruition 
of all that they hoped and waited for in this world 
of ſorrow, pain, and foliy; in ms Preience, where 
there is “ fulneſs of joy,” and at his right hand, 
where there are „ pleaſures for evermore.“ 


Such is the awful difference between the condi- 


tion of ſaints and ſinners, here and hereafter. So 
happy are all they who have God for their por- 
tion. “ This is the heritage of the ſervants of the 
Lord; and their righteouſneſs is of me, ſaith the 

* Lord,” t That this heritage may be yours, liv- 
ing, dying, and eternally, God, of his infinite mer- 
cy, grant, for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt, our Le 
Redeemer, | Amen, | | 


5 Matth. xxr. 3. 7 Pſalm x. 11. 
| 1 Ja. liv. 17. | 


„ 4 


— 
—— —— — — — RY 


— — — — 


— — e oe 


— — 


— 


i - 4 
4 — - £ 4 P 
8 „ p > a 


AN ACCOUNT 


| * THE 


LIFE AND CHARACTER 


Mas. ELIZABETH TAYLOR. 


+> This account of Mrs, Taylor is addreſſed to the Miniſter 
who was requeſted and expected to preach her Funeral Ser- 
mon, It was nearly prepared for him, before we received 
his final refuſal to preach the Sermon, that he might ſelect 
from it, what he ſhould think proper to mention in the 
pulpit, or to publiſh with the Funeral Sermon, in what form 

: he pleaſed, It is thought adviſeable now, to preſent it to 

the e in its form. | | | 


LETTER I. 


DAR Sin, | 


Mes. TAYLOR was born in the year 1744, at 
Hirſt in Wadſworth, in the pariſh of Halifax, in 
the Weſt Riding of Yorkſhire, of honeſt and re- 


putable parents; whoſe circumſtances were eaſy 
| and 
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and comfortable, 8 not very affluent. Her 


ety: 


te) 


education was ſuch as diſcovered the prudence of 


her parents; not remarkably polite, but plain and 
uſeful; rather above what was common in thoſe 
parts; adapted to her condition, and ſuffici- 


ent to qualify her to be an uſeful 5 of ſcci- 


Though her parents were honeſt and W 


they did not appear, at that time, to have much re- 
liſh for evangelical godlineſs, and therefore could | 
not be fuppoled to give evangelical inſtruQions to 
their children, Her mother, however, was de- 
ſcended from the Preſbyterians of the laſt century, 


who, it is well known, were, in general, friends to 


the peculiar truths of the goſpel, and zealous for 
vital religion; and ſome remains of evangelical 


principles {till continued in the family, | though, in 


a great meaſure, as unin{luentia} notions, or mere 
| ſentiments, They did not ſeem to operate on the 


mind, further than by reſtraining from groſs enor- 


| mities, to moralize the conduct. 


Mrs. Taylor's father died before 1 had the plea- 


ſare of being acquainted with the family. But her 
mother is ſtill living.“ Since the time above- men- 


"Weed, 


hs After the above was written, 1 received information that 
my wite's mother died on the night of the 2 ith; two days af- 
ter her daughter ; the very night before the information of my 


wife's death arrived at her brother's houſe. Whatever cir- 
: cumſtance wy excite pain on this occafion, it is 2 great 


ane | 
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tioned, ſhe has Wen brought to the expartmentel} 
| knowledge of the truth; and to this day, continues an 
. upright and valuable member of that church in ſerv- 
ing which the moſt active part of my life has been 
employed. She has long laboured under affliction 5 
and is now honouring her God and Saviour, by pa- 
tiently waiting for his coming to take her to himſelf. 
In the beginning of my miniſtry in the year 1962, 
Mrs. Taylor, with many other young perſons, began to 
attend upon my very imperfect miniſtrations; and 
by the bleſſing of God upon them, ſhe (with many 
others) was brought, as I have good reaſon to believe, 
to the experience of true converſion, She was 
baptized, and received into the fellowſhip of the 
church in the former part of the year 196g, I may 
| ſay, without heſitation, and without fear of being 
contradicted by any who knew her, that ſhe has, on 
the whole, ever ſince that time, conducted herſelf in 
a manner worthy of her profeſſion, _ » 


It is a circumſtance leſs material, but perhaps 35 


| worthy of being ae: that the OPT ONE 


* to me to WY that when my dear wife and > 


her mother had been-abſent from each other more than 
eight years, they ſhould both die at the ſame time, Not 
only, as neither of them lived to feel the ſhock which 
would naturally be occilioned by hearing of the other's death; 
but as I believe their happy ſpirits would meet in Paradiſe, 
nearly as ſoon as4heyarrived there. Aud it is a further con- 
ſolation to my mind that it pleaſed a gracious God to make me 
the inſtrument of the converſion of them both. 

| „ apparent 


* 
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apparent integrity. with which ſhe Als _ 5 


a« count of her experience to the church, was much 
token notice of; and the ſolemn, ſteady, modeſt, 
and prudent manner, 1n which ſhe behaved at the 
time of her baptiſm did her much honour, She 
was then, only in the nineteenth year of her age; 


but her conduct was like that of a mother in Iſrael; 


though ſhe herfelf ſeemed inſenſible of it. This 
raiſed her reputation both in the church and in the 
world, (for there were many ſpectators), and was 
talked of for a conſiderable time afterwards. 

. After her admiſſion into the church, in the latter 


pert of the year 1763, my intimacy with her com- 


| menced; and the concluſion of the next year we 
were united in the conjugal relation. On the re- 


collection of this event, I have great reaſon to give 


thanks to God, and doubt not but I ſhall Rove reaſon 
to do ſo for ever. | 
Before her marriage, her conſtitution was Suki 


cate and feeble, but during the ſpace of eighteen 
years after her marriage, it was remarkably ſtrong 


and healthful, Few, women have enjoyed better 
health and ſpirits, under the fatigues of a numerous 
family.“ In the year 1783, however, at the birth of 


her eleventh child, her conſtitution received a 
Wound from which ſhe was never recovered; and 


- her Nene of body and een of mind 9 to be 


53 es. Taylo lor had Arbe W Few: are e dead, and 
nine Bving. | | | 
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: vidhty: impaired. After this time, / ſhe liad al ways 


a complaint of weakneſs in her lower parts. Our 
ane to London in 1985, was neither expected 
nor deſired. But I have generally thought, and 
Hill think, that this remove was under the merciful 
direction of Providence with reſpect to her, as by 
being removed to a warmer ſituation, where ſhe had 
leſs fatigue, her life has been, if not prolonged, yet 
made more comfortable, 7 would have been 
in the country. 0 "LES pats Bos 
Mrs. Taylor had twins attwo births; one of which 
was the laſt, in 1785, a few weeks before our re. 
moval to London. At this time, ſhe was ſo brought 
down that her recovery was ' ſcarcely expected: 
- But ſhe bore her journey admirably well; and, not- 
. withſtanding the fatigue of it, on her arrival at Lon- 
don, her ſpirits appeared to be invigorated; and her. 
health improved. After this, ſhe continued to en- 
Joy, for more than five years, as good a ſtate off 
| health as could reafonably be expected. 
On the firſt day of September, in 19790, oureldeſt 
daughter was ſeized. with a violent fever; which 
went through all the family then-at-tome, except 
_ myſelf, who through divine mercy, happily eſcaped. 
This raging diſorder ſeized my dear wife on the ſe- 
_ cond of October, and brought her ſo low, that, for 
ſome time, there was liitle hope of her recovery, 
But ſhe and all my family were recovered by the 
bleſſing of God, which wonderfully attended the 
mdefatigable” endeavours of an eminent phyſi- 
| 5 F | 2 | -*., clan: 
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cian,? to whom I am indebted, beyond whiat 1 can 
caſily expreſs, for his kind and inceſſant attention 
to my family on that, and on all other occaſions, 
whenever his attention has been requiſite. 
On Mrs. Taylor's recovery from the fever, Wwe 
had, for a few days, flattering expettations that her 
health would, in a good meaſure, be re-eſtabliſhed. 
But theſe expectations were ſoon checked; for 
ſtepping out, and taking a walk in the garden, on 
a pleaſant evening, the ſight of one eye was entirely 
taken away in a moment, without any apparent cauſe, 
or painful ſenſation whatever, By various means 
uſed for the purpole, the fight was, in a ſmall degree, 
reſtored; but the other eye immediately began 
to grow dim, and very ſoon, both were rendered 

almoſt uſeleſs. Though many means were uſed, we 
could not perceive that they were, in the leaſt, ef- 
fectual. S0 that during the laſt three years of her 

life, ſhe has been almoſt blind, and her whole frame 
has appeared to be gradually declining. About 
eleven months before her death, ſhe had a flight 
paralytic ſtroke, from which ſhe was in ſome mea- 
ſure recovered, but the effects continued to ſuch a 
degree, as to render jt neceſſary to attend and aſſiſt 
her as a child, In this ſtate ſhe remained till the 


Dr. John Whitehead, Phyfician of the London Diſpena- 
ry, whoſe name I wiſh always to mention with the moſt un- 
feigned efteem and gratitude 3 and to whom I think myſelf 
| happy in e ackrowledging my Om: , 
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| 3 of Ottober, in the preſent year 
1793. Having been all that day as well as uſual, 
at ſeven o' clock in the evening ſhe had another 
ſtroke, ſimilar to the former, which inſtantly de- 
pri ved her of ſight, ſpeech, and every degree of 
ſenſibility. In this ſtate ſhe continued about fix. 
hours, ſink ing gradually under the weight of her 
diſorder, and then departed this life, I am perſuad- 
ed, to the © reſt which remains for the — oft 
“% God.” 

I do not 3 that this Mort ET” {imple ac- 
clan of the partner of my life, can be very inte- 
reſting to any. It may poſſibly afford a little pleaſ. 
ing amuſement to her many friends in the country. 
An apprehenſion that it may, has induced me to 
permit the publication. of it... You may poſſibly- 
regard it as one of my foibles, or think it the effu- 
ſion of the affectionate heart of a weak mane If 
you can go thus far, it is all the indulgence I re- 
queſt. My next will contain a ſhort deſcription of 
my departed wife's character, ſo far as I am-ahle to 
form a judgment of it, from an intimacy. of the. 
cloſeſt kind, continued for thirty years. That you 
and I may be ready to die when _— hour commenced, 
is the DAS of . 
<2 Your affectionate Brotkiee: 

0 and ready Servant, 


D. TATYLOR. 
. % . 


— 
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Dean sin, | 


* 


I Now attempt to give you a ſhort account of the 
idea which I have formed of the . and mo- 
nal character of my late departed wife. A charac- 
ter, which, if I miſtake not, is worthy of obſerva- 
tion, and the principal parts of it, worthy of imita- 
tion. But I only wiſh it to be received, as I think 
it ought, as the character of a good Chriſtian, Who 
neither was, nor ever pretended to be, free from 
imperfeRtions. I ſincerely wiſh that all who read 
it, may endeavour to equal and to excel the perſon 
deſcribed, in all that was Tala valuable ane praiſe- 
worthy. _ 
Her worthy parents took care of her education, 
fo far as to preſerve her from outward immoralities 
in her conduct, to make her acquainted with the 
Bible, and to give her a general notioa of the out- 
lines of Chriſtianity. Her younger years, there- 
fore, fo far as I have been able to learn, were free 
from every thing indecent, or inconſiſtent with 
What is on all hands allowed to be a commendable 
behaviour. But I cannot find that, during the firſt 
ſeventeen years of her life, ſhe had any knowledge 
of the neceſſity or value of _— by _ 5 
Chriſt. | | 


| t 7 1. 5 

At that time, as mentioned above, by the bleſſing 
4 God on the word preached, ſhe was brought to 
a knowledge of her fallen ſtate, and of the imper- 
feftion of her own righteouſneſs; and was ſtripped 
of that vain confidence in her own ſuppoſed good 
works, which we are all, by nature, too propenſe 
to indulge. Of this her conviction appeared ta 
increaſe, as long as ſhe lived, I have known few, 
within the circle of my acquaintance, who more 
completely anſwered to the character intended by 
the appellation which ſome have given to a certain 
claſs of men, whom they have called Free-grace Ge- 
neral Bapitſts, | 
She was not one of your wikis and noiſy peo- 

ple, on any occaſion; nor did ſhe ever ſtudy ele- 

gance of ſtile on any ſubject. Perhaps ſhe rather 
indulged a reſerve in converſation, and vulgarity of 
ſtile to exceſs. This might be, in part, owing to 
the place and mode of her education; and, in part, 
it might ariſe from her inveterate abhorrence of _ 
thing that looked like affectation. 
During her profeſſion of religion, ſhe had her. 
| ſhare of trials, with the reſt of her Chriſtian 
friends. But, ſo far as 1 can recollect, ſhe never 
loſt ſight of Chriſt, as a complete Saviour to every 
believing ſinner ; nor of her own intereſt in him, 
as her Saviour. Her knowledge of the plan of 
redemption was ſuperior to what is commonly 
found among profeiſors. On this, I have reaſon to 


- Ws ey her — were much employed, 
| and 
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| "al that ſhe: REY her knowledge of: it, i 
tween Cod and her own ſoul, for the prefervation 
and promotion of: her comfort and holineſs. 


None could be a greater friend to the honour of 


Divine grace, and to the doctrine of free ſalvation, 
through faith in the bleſſed Redeemer. Yet I: do 


not know. any who are, or have been, more atten- 


tive to the intereſts of holineſs, or more ſincerely 
concerned to © adorn the dectrine of* God. our Sa- 
viour in all things.” | . 


Her thoughtful and deliberate manner af pro- 
ceeding, in all the affairs of life, and the ſeveral: 
parts of duty, ſo long as her vigour of mind re- 


mained, was very obſervable, made it very eaſy to 
repoſe an entire confidence in her, and rendered. 


ker a very valuable aſſociate. By this deliberation, 


her reſerved diſpoſition, indulged poſſibly in ſome 


inſtances to an extreme, was abundantly compen- 


ſated. The propriety of her obſervations, however. 
plain, and apparently ſimple, was generally evident 
and ſtriking, whether on religious or common ſub- 


jects. This particularly applies to her. obſervations 


in church meetings, in which all women gave 


their opinion, if they choſe, as well as the men; 


to her remarks on ſermons; to ſubjeRs in divinity, 


introduced in familiar converſation, and to the re- 
marks which ſhe not W made on contro- 


verfial ſubjects. 


I think it may not be i improper here to explain * 
hint Juſt no. given, for the lake of fome who may 


not 


— 
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not ſufficiently underſtand it; and of others, ſuns 


it may concern in a different view, The church 
on in the country, of which ſhe was a member, had, 
1 as ſome others have, beſides their public worſhip, 
of two other kinds of ſtated meetings. One of theſe 
„, was weekly. The church was divided into ſeve- 


ral branches, which met together once a week, for 
5 prayer and mutual edification, by converſing on 
experimental and practical ſubjects. The other 
, was deſigned for the preſervation of order, diſci- 
pline, and purity in the church, generally called 
church-meetings, and leſs frequent than the former. 
In both, the women were encouraged to fpeak 
freely, on every ſubje&, as well as the men. Mrs. 
Taylor was feldom abſent from either, notwith- 
Randing her numerous family. She generally ſpoke 
in her turn, with freedom, on any ſubject Whatever; 
and it was very obſervable, and frequently obſerv- 
ed, that, though ſhe thought with great ſimplicity, 
and expreſſed herſelf in a very plain and familiar 
manner, yet her obſervations were ſo well digeſt- 
ed, ſo pertinent, and accompanied with ſuch rea- 
ſons, that it was neither common nor eaſy to make 
any material objeftions againſt them. 
Mrs, Taylor was ſteady, regular, and conſcienti- 
ous, in her attention to divine ordinances, and 
every part of religious worſhip, The bleſſed word 
of God was dear to her. She read it daily, and 


gave proof that ſhe read it with attention, Dur- 


ing the laſt three years of her life, when her ſight 
CC VV 
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was almoſt taken from her, one of her greateſt a& 

flictions appeared to be her inability to read the 
ſcriptures. Her readineſs in quoting ſcripture, on 
proper occaſions, ſufficiently. evinced to thoſe who 
were intimate. with her, that ſhe made it the man 


of her. counſel,” and took pains that it might Ml 
% dwell in her richly in all wiſdom.” I have of th 
ten obſerved with pleaſure;. and not without won- 

der, during the laſt year: of her life, when her re- : 


collection was ſo nearly gone, and all: her powers, 
both of body and mand, were reduced ſo-exceeding N 
low, with what exaQtneſs ſhe could rectify the miſ- N 
takes of her children, in reading the Bible. * 
In attending public worſhip, ſhe was very regu- | 
lar. She did not talk, like too many, of attending | 
when, convenient. She took pains to make it conve- | 
nient. She deteſted, as every Chriſtian ought to 

do, the practice of omitting divine worſhip to o- 
blige her friends, who came to ſee her, or for any 
ſecular purpoſe, whether of emolument, friendſhip, 
or recreation. In two rules, which we laid down' ; 
for ourſelves, reſpecting this part of our conduct, 

and from which I believe 1 may ſay we never va- 

ried, ſhe entirely concurred with me. One was, 
never to encourage any to viſit us on a Lord's day, 
who would. not go, at the proper hour, to public 
worſhip; and never, in common caſes, to omit, or 
ſuffer any of the family to omit, divine worſhip, to 
ablige any friend whatever. The other. was, ne- 
ver to drei any victuals on Lord's day, nor to 
585 ſuffer. 
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| ſuffer them to be dreſſed for our ule, either within 


doors, or without, unleſs in ſome particular unfore- 
ſeen emergencies, whereby any perſon, whether 
child or ſervant, of our on family, or any other, 
might be prevented attending the houſe of God, at 

the ſtated hours of public worſhnip. 

Our Lord's day public worſhip, both in town man 
country, has conſtantly been three times a day; and 
do not remember one inſtance, in the courſe of 
twenty- nine years, in which ſhe deviated, or ſuffer- 
ed any of her family, whether child or ſervant, fo de- 
viate from the rule mentioned above. She was ſo 
far from approving the too commmon practice of 
keeping ſervants at home on Lord's days, to gratify 
the appetites of their maſters and miſtreſſes, that ſhe 
conſidered it her duty to contrive, and deny her- 
ſelf, in order that they might be at liberty to attend 
divine worſhip on that day, as well as herſelf. 


I believe I may ſay, without heſitation, that 
ſhe never was abſent from the Lord's ſupper, when 


ſhe was able to attend it, unleſs ſome other duty 
which appeared to her, at that time, incumbent upon 
her, and could not be poſtponed, required her at- 


tention. She by no means approved of that abſurd _ 
fancy, which prevails in too many weak minds, that 
_ perſons may juſtly be abſent from the Lord's table, 


becauſe ſome are there of whom they think un- 


favourably. She knew it was her duty to obſerve 


the commands of her dying Saviour, and to enjoy 
the favours WR he mad denen upon her, what- 
| ever 
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ever was the temper or the conduſt of others, who 
might have communion with her in them. She well 
knew that there are other methods to be uſed with 
ſuch as walk diſorderiy, and with thoſewho give and 
tale offences, than trifling with the: blood and ordi- 
nances of the glorious Redeemer. She very well 
knew that when our bleſſed Saviour gave that kind 
dtrettion to his diſciples, , This do in remembrance 
of me,“ he gave it without the leaſt exception, as 
to the ſtate or ſentiments of thoſe WhO may partake 
with us of that ſacred ordinance: and that though 
no carnal or diſorderly perſon ought to be admitted 
to the Lord's table; yet if ſuch be admitted, the 
guilt and condemnation will fall on the miniſter, or 
on the church, as a collective body, rather than on 
any individual wiro performs his own duty, and en- 
Joys his own-privileges by partaking withithem. 

I have no reaſon to, doubt that my late dear com- 
panion was as ſincere, conſcientious, and regular in 
pri vate as in public de votions. B have good reaſon 
to believe ſhe was, having often been a witneſs 
Ff her attention to them; I am well perſuaded that 
it was her endravour to be in the fear of the b 

* all: the day long.” 
Her general behaviour was "TY as gave all rea- 
2 evidence of the integrity of her heart, and 
- made it as clearly manifeſt as a tree is known by it's 
fruits, that ſhe had. « known: the grace of God in 
* truth ;” even that grace which teaches all the real 
| * of it, that . ungodlineſs and 
5 20 e 
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7 « worldly luſts, they ſhould live ſoberly, righteouſly, 
te and godly in this preſent world. Her circum- 
ſtances in life, and relation to her numerous family, 
required that ſhe ſhould be more retired from the 


world than many are; and her natural temper was, 
in this reſpect, adapted to her ſituation. She main- 


tained a conſcientious and habitual regard to the 


duties of religion and domeſtic life; and confidered 


other things, as, ina great degree, to her, matters of 
| indifference. Her friends, however, were nume- 
rous, ſo that her conduct was well known, and ob- 


ſerved by many, Had it been unjuſtifiable, it muſt 


| have been diſcovered. But nothing of this kind 

was ever heard of. Her family was, for man 
years, numerous, her acquaintance extenſive, and 
her viſitants not a few; and I have no heſitation in 


appealing to them all, Whether in all the ſolid and 


important parts of duty, her general n Was 


not worthy of imitation. 
I may venture to ſay that ſhe took delight: in 45 


* good, though with caution and diſcretion. Her 


natural temper, indeed, was not eminently ſuſcepti- 


ble of ſympathetic impreſſions. But this diſadvan- 


tage, if it be eſteemed ſuch, was abundantly 
compenſated two ways. She was leſs frequently im 


poſed upon by canting hypocritical profeſſors, who 


could tell a mournful tale about their neceſſities 
and miſeries, and put on the appearance of religion, 
in order to procure a hearing. By theſe her leſs- 


_ cautious: haſband,. was not unfrequently deceived . 


G | . 
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Seeislly in his younger days; and vids ur . 
been deceived oftener, had not her prudence been 4 
Pr eſervative to him. At the ſame time ſhe was con- 


ſcientious in this duty, when there appeared a real | 


| call/to it. This is a more valuable quality than an 
. irregular torrent of ungoverned commiſeration ; and 
in her conduct, abundantly ſupplied the want of it. 
So that objects of real neceſſity were not injured, 
but rather advantaged by her caution; as, in tbis 
way, ſhe had it in her power to give more fre- 
quently and more liberally to thoſe who were in 
real neceſſity, and who would make a proper ule of 
I have long thought her one of the beſt judges of 
_ uſeful preaching. She did not pretend to much un- 
derſtanding of ſtyle and compoſition. Yet ſome- 
times her obſervations on the ſpeech and addreſs of 
a preacher were ſuch as deſerved attention. She, 
however, paid much more regard to the matter and 
tendency of a ſermon, Far from being ignorant of 
the doctrines of the goſpel, or of the controverſies 
of the time, ſhe could give a ſcriptural reaſon of 
Her faith and practice, better than moſt common pro- 
feſſors, whether male or female. But the chief teſt 
by which ſhe tried the ſermons ſhe heard was their 
| pratlical tendency. If a preacher did not come home, 
as ſhe uſed to expreſs it, well turned periods, and 
elegant ſtyle gave her very little ſatisfaction. She 
evidently wiſhed herown conſcience to be ſearched, 


as in the * of God; and ona to ſee the worlt 1 
of 
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of herſelf. When ſhe heard a young preacher who 
did not reduce his doctrines to practical purpoſes, 

and addreſs the hearts of his hearers with freedom, 

ſhe ſcrupled not to foretel that © he would, never 
' 5 be uſeful, unleſs he changed his method of preach- 
& ing.“ She frequently ventured to predict the face 
and ſucceſs of young miniſters, when ſhe had tried 
heir manner of preaching by this, teſt; and I have 

., obſerved, and do obſerve te this day, that her pre- 
dictions of this kind, are ſtrikingly fulfilled. When 

20 ge ſaw a preacher ſtand up merely to tall about hi: 
dupſect, ſhe had no patience with him. But when 

he: heard a young man addreſs a ſolemn meſſage to 
"tis hearers, and expoſtulate with their conſciences 
on the importance of it, ſhe was highly delighted. 
That this is the ſcriptural method of addreſſing man- 
kind, on religious ſubjects, muſt, Iapprehend, appear 

| with the fulleſt evidence to every attentive reader ; 
and chat it is the method which God has peculiarly 
owned and bleſſed, for the converſion of ſinners, and 
the regular edification of believers is manifeſt from 
eccleſiaſtical hiſtory, and univerſal obſervation, An 
addreſs of this Kind, therefore, ſhe. always eſteemed 
as a token for good in young preachers. I may here 
add that both her ſituation; and connections i in the 
country, afforded her an. opportunity; of hearing 
young preachers, more: frequently: than i in London; 
and her obſervations upon their; diſcourſes, were 
made with freedom, and, though: plain and ſimple, 
were generally very improving, 1 cans howevor- 

| G We ; ſay 


161 
: ſay with truth, that I myſelf have not unfrequentiy 
received improvement from them. | 
As a wife, a parent, and miſtreſs of a FEA” Ip the 
had many excellencies, She had not, it muſt beac- 
knowledged, the happieſt and tendereſt addreſs. 
But ſhe ſufficiently manifeſted a ſincere deſire for the 
preſent and future welfare of all with whom ſhe was 
connected. Her unremitted and indefatigable at- 
| tention. to domeſtic duties was evident to all -who 
were acquainted with her. She could never bear 
to indulge or gratify herſelf at the expence of the 
eaſe and comfort of others. She rather laboured too 
much, and directed others too little. While her 
health and ſtrength continued, ſhe was ue en 
In going through family buſineſs with propriety 
diſpatch; and was therefore leſs employed than a 
miſtreſs of a numerous family ought to be, in directing 
and inſtructing her dependents. I have generally 
eſteemed it one of the principal defects of her valua- 
ble character, that ſhe was not ſufficiently patient 
and laborious in giving inftruftions to her children 
and ſervants, and correRing their miſtakes. She 
too frequently took more of the laborious part of 
their buſineſs upon herſelf than ſhe ought, rather 
than have the trouble of teaching them how ſhe 
would have it done, and taking care that they per- 
formed it according to her directions. This was 
injurious, both to herſelf and to them. —To herſelf, 
as it occaſioned her more fatigue than was proper, 
and to them, as it prevented their improvement. 
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Her averſion to the exerciſe of authority was much 
too ſtrong fora perſon at the head of a large family. 
Her natural diſpoſition being very familiar and con- 
deſcending, was too much indulged in this reſpect; 

and the regard which was due to one in her ſitua- 
tion, was, on that account, too much diminiſned. 
This ſometimes occaſioned domeſtic inconvenien- 
cies; and I mention it, chiefly, that I may take 
the opportunity of recommending it to riſing fami- 
lies, eſpecially to her own dear ſurviving offspring, 
eight of whom are females, that when they come to 
fill ſimilar ſtations, they would habituste themſelves 
to govern, and to qxerciſe proper authority, with 
mildneſs and affeQion, and to condeſcend with a 
Popes degree of dignity. . Fe 

I I make no ſcruple, however to affirm, that, on 
the whole, whethgr conſidered as a wife, a friend, 
a parent, or a miſtyeſs, ſhe had many valuable quali- 
ties; and if ſhe did not poſſeſs all the /þlendidy fhe 
had not a few of the ſolid accompliſhments of a 
moſt valuable aſſociate. Her ſurviving huſband has 
great reaſon to 1 praiſe her;“ and her children to 
46 riſe up, and cpll her bleſſed.” * They all have rea- 
ſon to be very thank ful for the advantages which 
they have derived, or might have derived from her 
prudent maxims, good advice, and holy example. 
Her confidence in the word and promiſes of God 
was very conſiderable; e in the latter years 


— 
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of her life. I do not remember that ſhe ever ap- 
peared to fear any thing in the way of duty; or 
omitted any thing to which ſhe thought ſhe ought 
to attend, for fear of conſequences, The difficulties 
ſhe encountered, in the firſt years of her profelhon 
of religion, with various trying circumſtances in 
ſubſequent years, might be mentioned to ſhew that 
her confidence in God was, in a good degree, ſteady 
and uniform. Though the brevity of my deſign 
forbids me to cnlarge, I think you will allow me to 
give one or two inſtances, which-appear to me ſuf- 
ficient, however they may appear to another. When 
I was unexpeRedly invited and adviſed to remove 
to. London, it is natural to ſuppoſe that the ha- 
zurd of ſuch a remove, with ſuch a family, and the 
diſadvantages that might attend it, would forcibly 
ſtrike an attentive mind: eſpecially as we ſhould 
leave a very pleaſant ſituation, admirably ſuited to 
the ſtate of our family, and very agreeable connec- 
tions in the country; and as Mrs. Taylor was com- 
ing, at that time of life, among perſons to whom ſhe 
was entirely a ſtranger, and leaving every relative 
and friend (her huſband and children excepted) 
behind her. The propriety of ſuch a removal was 
referred, for rwarve months, to the conſideration. of | 
all the miniſters in our connection, tobe determined 
at their annual aſſociation, in 1783. During this 
year, while the matter was in diſcuſſion, her friends 
argued againſt her compliance, from the conſidera- 
tions juſt mentioned. Unacquainted \ with London, 
| and 
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and unable to judge in the caſe, as ſhe confeſſed 
ſhe was, with a calmneſs and ſteadineſs of mind, 
remarked by her friends to her commendation af- 
terwards, ſhe repulſed all arguments with this re- 
ply, that, Wherever her huſband ſhould think it 
« his duty to go, ſhe thought it her duty to ſubmit, 
«and go with him.” On this ground ſhe conti- 
nued compoſed and eaſy, during the twelve months 
mentioned above; and when it was declared to be 
the unanimous judgment of the miniſters in the aſ- 


ſociation, that the intereſt of religion, circumſtanc= - 


ed as things then were, required our removal to 
London, ſhe ventured upon it, as well as upon the 
Journey, weak as ſhe was, without demur or heſita- 
tion, The other inſtance I mention was, ſome 
months before her death, when, in a very weak 
ſtate, I had aſſiſted her in lying down in bed, her 
ſtrength nearly exhauſted, ſhe panted for ſome time 
before ſhe was able to ſpeak : being a little reco- 
vered, ſhe ſays, with an energy Which ſhewed that 
ſhe ſpake from her heart, O! this is hard work; 
but © this God is our God, for ever and ever, and 
* will be our guide even unto death.“ This ap- 
peared to be one of her favourite paſſages; but I 
may fay with truth, that the word of Chriſt 
« dwelt in her richly ;” and her confidence, in 
trying circumſtances, appeared to be, in an eminent 
degree, uniform and unwavering. . 
| To the end of life, when her mental powers ap- 
peared in r any mentors oy eee of recollection, I 
| | fre. 


fu} 


. frequently 8 how her mind was? 6; 
ther her evidence was clear? Whether her. con- 


fidence was ſteady ? Whether ſhe could depend 


upon her Almighty Friend and Father? and ſo on. 
To which ſhe always anſwered in the affirmative. 


So that I am not only well perſuaded of the ſafety 

of her ſtate, but alſo that ſhe enjoyed all the ſolid 
peace and ſatisfaction of which, in the courſe of 
nature, her diſordered mind was capable. Reflec- 
tion on this. rich grace of God to my dear deceaſed 


companion, will, I truſt, ever produce conſolation f 
in my oven mind, and engage me, with all the pow- 
. of my ſoul, to bow at his awful feet, and to 
| aſcribe glory and W to. his adorable name for 


ever and ever. 


You will naturally lin: Sir, Ido: not pretend N 


. ths my late dear wife's character was without de- 
feds, 1 would not be underſtood to have any ſuch 
intention. On no occaſion am. I fond of the mar- 

vellous. It has ſeldom. any real foundation in 


truth, I know the weakneſs of human nature; 


and have therefore frankly acknowledged. that, in 
ſome things I thought her defective. Nor can it 


be reaſonably imagined that I have mentioned ei- 
ther all her defects, or all her excellencies. My 


deſign was only. to lay before her children and 
friends ſome of the principal of thoſe valuable 
qualities, which ſhe, by the grace of God, poſſeſſ- 
ed and cultivated ; and which rendered hex a good 


. of lacred and civil iy, in the ſeveral 
| - relations 


_. 


E | 
relations 3 in Which Divine Providence had placed 
her: praying that, by the ſame grace, whatever was 
excellent in her character, may be imitated by all 


her numerous friends and * 3 by 


her children, | 
perfect freedom from all n is not the 
privilege of fallen man, in this ſinful world, ſur- 
rounded as we are, with enemies and pollutions on 
every fide, We thought it neceſſary, in our firſt 
correſpondence, to remind one another that neither 
of us was about to marry an angel, but an imper- 
feR creature in fleſh and blood: and we both had 
frequent occaſion to recolle&, and to acknowledge 
it afterwards. But I have ſufficient evidence that 
the deſired, prayed, and endeavoured, by Divine 
aſſiſtance, to “ cleanſe herſelf from all filthinels of 
« the fleſh and ſpirit, and to perfect holineſs 1 in the 
& fear of God.“ 
How far it wall be thought conſiſtent with pro- 
priety and delicacy to drop one word concerning 
myſelf, I cannot ſay. Allow me, however, to pre- 
ſume ſo far upon your candour as to obſerve, that. 
on the moſt deliberate and impartial recollection of 
which I think myſelf capable, I am not conſcious 

of one day having paſſed ſince we were united to- 
gether, in which it has not been my wiſh and 
deſign to make my departed wife as. happy as poſ- 
ſible. But in the execution of this deſign, I ac- 
knowledge there have been many imperfections. 
on a e of eee yours I am deeply 
| con- 
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convinced, and deſire to live and die under the | 
humbling convittion, that, though. I deliberately 


claſs her among the beſt of wives, yet ſhe would 


certainly have been a better . if ſhe had had a 2 


better huſband, 
That you and I may always live .in the proſpef 


5 3 death and eternal glory, that we may be daily 


humbled before God on account of our unworthi- 


neſs, always * rejoicing only in Chriſt Jeſus,” while 


we © have no confidence in the fleſh,” yet © wor- 
* ſhipping God in the ſpirit ;” that we may con- 
ſtantly grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, in obedience to his 


; will, and conformity to his example ; that we may 


fill every ſation in which we are placed, with com- 


fort to ourſelves, advantage to mankind, and to 
the honour of Him who hath loved us, and died 


for us; and at laſt, appear in his preſence, and be- 
fore | his throne with exceeding joy, is the prayer 


Your affetionate 1 
in the e "Mp 


nion Street, | FED. pP. TAYLOR, 


| Biſhopfgate Sweet . 
* 1, 1793 · . 
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